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Kelly blinks and the image of her mother begins to fade away, re-
placed by the empty grass where she once sat.  She remembers that 
moment vividly, the last time her mother ever told her a story.  The 
last time she ever existed in the daylight.  She’d been uve years old 
when she heard that story, sitting in the grass and p—lling blades 
of it o—t as she listened.  The grass had long since grown back, any 
evidence she’d ever done s—ch things lost to timeAthirteen years’ 
worth of time.

Kelly walks over to the place her mother occ—pied and sits down, 
propping one leg —p exactly as she had then and resting her arm atop 
her knee.  She stares o—t at the expanse of the park, a few goats and 
chickens picking their way thro—gh the grass as the s—n rises.  Slowly, 
she feels herself sink into another memory.
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Kelly closes her eyes and takes a slow, deep breath, letting it settle in 
her chest a moment before sighing.  She grips the grass in both hands, 
listening to the ubers of the blades tear from the roots.  Ifter several 
min—tes, she p—lls herself back to her feet and tosses the torn grass into 
the wind.  jt B—tters o—t into the ueld, disappearing in the growing light 
of the s—n.  Inother pa—se, then she t—rns back the way she came and 
d—sts oO her hands, taps the tip of her shoe on the gro—nd and begins 
qogging.  Is the edge of the park draws near, she speeds —p to a r—n.

Ry the time she’s home, her father has breakfast ready and on the 
table.  “atmeal.  She m—tters a ?—ick thanks as she takes —p a bowl and 
settles at the small card table t—cked into the corner of their kitchen to 
eat with him.

”obert is silent for several moments as they begin their meal, then 
unally clears his throat.  WSo, big day is almost here, h—hYH

Kelly looks —p at him in the middle of chewing a mo—thf—l. WJhatYH 
she asks, the word m—Ned by the food.

WSchool is almost over,H ”obert clariues. WMo—’re going to be an 
ad—lt soon, o—t in ad—lt society.H  ;e ch—ckles a little at his own com-
ment, holding o—t his hand and letting it cross from one side of himself 
to the other, as if taking in a scene.

Kelly barely holds back a snort before she swallows, grinning. W“h 
yeah, going to take on the world.H

”obert’s smile softens as he looks at her, settling his hand back on 
the table. WMo—r mother wo—ld be very pro—d of yo—, yo— know.H

;is words make Kelly think of her morning memories, of her moth-
er’s almost-constant smile and dreamy eyes that always seemed to be 
looking at her and something else at the same time, and her smile is 
somewhat lopsided.  Wj know.  j wish she co—ld be here.H

She gets —p and grabs her bowl, rinsing it and setting it into the sink 
before heading for her bedroom to grab her smartphone and check the 
time.  Swiping —p with her th—mb, she presses the m—sic app on the 
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bottom bar of the screen and scrolls thro—gh several songs before settling 
on one.  I soft melody drifts thro—gh the still air.  Kelly shoves the phone 
in her pocket speaker side —p and kicks oO her shoes, making her way to 
the chest of drawers.  jt takes no time at all to choose her clothes for the 
day, most of her wardrobe being fairly similar.  zeans, some shorts, sn—g 
T-shirts, a qacket, a coat and some scarves for when it gets cold.  She p—lls 
o—t an o—tut witho—t paying m—ch attention, h—mming along with her 
phone as lo-u plays.  She makes her way to the bathroom as the song 
rolls over.  Kelly sets her clothes on the bathroom co—nter and drops her 
phone on top, still playing.

;alifax, Pova Scotia is fort—nate eno—gh to still have r—nning wa-
ter.  ‘ost of the big cities doF it’s the small comm—nities that dare to 
exist o—tside the metropolitan centers that are lacking in what was once 
considered necessities.

Is she showers, she looks at her reBection in the mirror h—ng on 
the tile and her tho—ghts drift oO to other childhood memories.  “nce 
—pon a time, she was a little sister, not an only child.  ;er brother’s face 
still lingers in the corners of her mind, growing f—EEier with each passing 
year.  ‘any had tho—ght she and Ken were twins with their matching 
black hair and brown eyes, b—t he had been nearly two years older.  Kelly 
reaches —p to r—n her ungers thro—gh the shorn side of her qet black hair 
and into the long top, p—lling thro—gh it —ntil it released from her hand 
and slapped back against her wet skin.

Leople often liked to mention how m—ch they looked like their 
mother, too.  jt was p—rely the physical feat—res, Kelly came to realiEe.  
;er father had brown hair, bright eyes.  jt was nat—ral for people to look 
at ;ar—ka with her ink hair and dark gaEe and think, D“h yo— look so 
m—ch like yo—r mother.’  R—t looking at herself now, Kelly knows that’s 
as far as it goes.  The wistf—lness of her mother’s face is not present in her 
own, the serenity in her eyes absent.  ;ar—ka looked at the world like it 
was a thing that co—ld be saved.  Kelly looks at it like it needs comfort as 
it draws its last breath.
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Kelly looks away from the mirror and picks —p the shampoo, 
s?—eeEing a glob into her hand and scr—bbing it into her hair.

That wasn’t the only thing they said abo—t ;ar—ka, tho—gh.
“mkwiFkfSqkigkvikdgk?vikOi.uui.OrEiffiNrwivmrizkArimrfiN.?iw.iwmri

TkrEiffiNrwiwmr?iw..qimrfiw..E
;er father has always maintained that the fae stole them away 

against their will, and Kelly keeps —p the facade of believing it, b—t 
the memories of that last night linger in her mind.  !or all she co—ld 
tell, ;ar—ka had left on her own.  ‘aybe she sho—ld have been bitter, 
or angry, b—t after all  these years it’s q—st left her conf—sed.  Jhy 
wo—ld her mother leaveY  Ind why take Ken with herY  jn thirteen 
years, she’s never come —p with a reasonable answer to that ?—estion.  
It least, not one she was willing to accept.

She feels the inkling of tho—ghts better left as feelings begin to 
creep —p and try to form words, and she shoves them down, leaning 
her head into the spray of water to wash o—t her hair.

She never speaks to her father abo—t these things. The urst time 
she tried he kept his compos—re, probably beca—se he didn’t want to 
scream at a ten-year-old who didn’t know better, b—t she co—ld tell 
he was seething —nder the s—rface. She can still remember how his 
usts were gripped so tightly that his nails left shallow divots in his 
palms.  Pothing wo—ld change his mind abo—t what happened, and 
to insist otherwise is to invite his f—ry for the fae onto yo—.  Gven 
watching it happen to someone else made her anxiety twist in her 
chest.  Thankf—lly, no one seems to poke at the s—bqect anymore.

Twisting the shower nob, she steps o—t onto the r—g and grabs 
her towel, wiping water oO her face, then draping it across her chest.  
She makes ?—ick work of drying oO and getting dressed, then goes to 
her room to grab her tablet oO her desk and settles in their tiny living 
room to st—dy her notes.  ;er father mentioning school reminds her 
that exams are ‘onday.
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Uike r—nning water, some cities manage to still have electricity and 
;alifax is one of the l—cky ones.   <evices like comp—ters and tablets still 
work, b—t there is no jnternet.  They can be charged, b—t not —pdated.  
Pew items of this nat—re are not invented, mankind does its best to 
preserve the ones they still have.  jt’s easy eno—gh to do.  Technology 
o—tn—mbers h—mans.

;alf an ho—r passes this way before Kelly sighs and tosses the tablet 
to the other side of the co—ch, where it lands with a m—tediwmgSb’.  Wj 
know it well eno—gh.H  She lies splayed o—t on the co—ch, m—lling over 
what to do before unally deciding she’s going to und her dog, Rear.  ;e 
isn’t in the apartment, from what she can tell, which means he m—st have 
been let o—t last night.  ;er father often lets Rear stay o—tside overnight 
in spring and s—mmer to wander aro—nd and enqoy himself instead of 
being cooped —p in their small home.  I tiny two-bedroom isn’t always 
the best space for a big dog like him.

Wj’m going o—t=H she sho—ts as she heads for the front door.
W<on’t forget yo—r keys=H ”obert calls back.
Kelly pa—ses mid-step and backs —p to grab a key-chain oO the 

hanger on the wall, giving it a qingle, then stepping o—t.
She takes the stairs two at a time down to the gro—nd Boor and o—t 

of the complex, where she unds Rear relaxing in the grass of the b—ild-
ing’s front yard.  jt’s a small patch of greenery st—Oed f—ll of growing 
vegetables, herbs lining the edges like weeds, taking p—rchase anywhere 
they can. W;ey, Rear=H she sho—ts, smiling as soon as she sees him.

The dog scrambles —p, trotting over to her, tail wagging immediate-
ly.  Kelly drops into a cro—ch and takes his face in her hands, r—Ning his 
f—r and ears.  W;ow’re yo—, b—ddyYH

Rear barks in response and leans into her to—ch, panting happily.  
;is tail wags faster.

Kelly sighs as her hands drop to her knees and she lingers there a 
moment before rising to her feet again, looking aro—nd the yard for any 
sign of a stick or a toy.  She spots an old tennis ball near the tomato plants 
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and approaches it, snatching it —p and showing it to Rear.  WJant to play 
a little fetchYH

Rear perks —p immediately, hopping on his front paws as he waits 
for the ball to be thrown.  Kelly winds it back and tosses it as far as 
she can, watching it soar over the yard and into the road.  Rear goes 
bo—nding after it and she watches as he grows smaller, shoving her hands 
in her pockets.  Gvent—ally he comes r—nning back, the ball between his 
teeth, and he drops it at her feet.

Wjt’s been thirteen years now, Rear,H Kelly m—mbles as she stares —p 
into the partly clo—dy sky, the golden haEe of morning now completely 
lost to bl—e. She t—rns her attention back to the ball and p—lls a hand 
from her pocket to grab it, tossing it again and watching the malam—te 
go dashing oO.

Rear has been privy to many of her secrets, in many places.  The yard, 
the park, her room.  Things she never felt like she co—ld tell her friends 
or her father, Rear has heard them all.  There is something comforting 
abo—t having a friend who doesn’t —nderstand anything yo— say.

WUonger than yo—’ve been alive,H she adds as he ret—rns with his 
priEe.  WThirteen years, and j can’t get over them.H  She sighs and picks —p 
the ball again, b—t doesn’t throw it. Wj wish yo— knew my mom.  ‘aybe 
yo— co—ld help me —nderstand better if yo— did.H  She is ?—iet for a few 
moments before sending the ball Bying again.  Jhen he ret—rns once 
more, she takes the ball and holds it loosely in her hand, staring into the 
empty street.  W‘aybe that’s why it’s so hard.  Gven j didn’t know her.H

The complex door creaks as it opens and Kelly glances over her 
sho—lder.  ;er father is stepping o—t, letting the door swing closed 
behind him.  ;e oOers her a wave, a tired smile on his face.  W>ot a 
patrol.H

WRe safe=H Kelly calls as she waves back.
WMo—, too,H ”obert replies, letting his hand fall to his side as he walks 

briskly down the way, his gaEe drifting to what lies ahead.
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Kelly t—rns her attention back to Rear, who is watching her, head 
tilted.  She oOers him a smile not too diOerent from her father’s and tosses 
the ball again.

Jhen evening rolls aro—nd, Kelly cooks dinner.  ;er father, being a 
patrolman, works long ho—rs and she always feels g—ilty at the notion of 
him coming home from ages of walking only to stand in the kitchen and 
cook a meal, so she —s—ally takes care of it.

Rear lies in a corner of the kitchen, doEing as he keeps her company.
Jhen ”obert gets home, he is stiO and ill-tempered, slamming the 

door sh—t and kicking oO his boots.  Rear sits —p immediately, alert as he 
watches the man sl—mp into his chair at the dinner table and takes —p 
his fork.  ;e says nothing, stabbing a ch—nk of carrot and ripping it oO 
the —tensil with his teeth.  Is he chews the same bite for the twenty-ufth 
time, Kelly watches him silently for a moment before asking, WSo what 
happened todayYH

”obert swallows and sighs deeply, then takes another bite and chews 
as he looks oO in contemplation, his sho—lders sagging.  Jhen he unish-
es, he speaks.  W;ad an enthralled today, right in the city.H

Kelly stiOens and stares across the table at him.  W;ow far inYH
Peither of them notices Rear stand slowly, his attention Bitting 

between them as they speak.
W?p to the fence,H ”obert answers.  WRastard tried to negotiate his 

way in and everything, tried to convince —s he got lost and co—ldn’t 
und the caravan he’d been traveling with.  jnsisted they’d either gotten 
here already or were on the way.H  ”obert frowns harder at the memory, 
gripping his fork tighter.  WR—t he had that look in his eye that those 
slaves q—st can’t hide.H  ;is sho—lders s?—ared in that way that Kelly knew 
meant he was ughting back a shiver.  WThat d—ll shimmer.H

Kelly nods.  She’d been ta—ght from an early age how to spot some-
one —nder the inB—ence of faerie magic.  The shimmer, the glassy stare 
into the middle distance, that is the easiest way to know someone has 
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been taken by magic.  She’d seen photos and video footage of enthralled 
in class, and once from a fellow st—dent who’d seen one q—st before being 
—shered away by soldiers, b—t never been in the presence of one herself.

WJhat did yo— doYH Kelly asks.
WShot him right between the eyes, of co—rse.H  ;is voice is calm 

and meas—red, holding back something that Kelly chooses not to think 
abo—t.  WThat’s the only way to save those poor so—ls.H

Jhen yo— become a victim of it, yo— lose yo—r name, referred to 
only as the enthralled or the fae-to—ched.  There are fewer things more 
dangero—s than an enthralled in the city.  They’ll do anything the fae ask 
of them, which —s—ally is Dkill everyone yo— see.’  They’ll die for them.  
‘ost do, in the end.

Kelly nods, a grim expression on her face.  She t—rns her attention to 
her food, b—t s—ddenly her appetite has d—lled.  W“f co—rse.H

W;ad to have his body thrown o—t in the Jild,H ”obert contin—es.  
WPo one ever wants to do it, b—t it’s a qob that’s gotta get done.  Gveryone 
gets antsy the closer they get to the Jild.H

Kelly nods as she listens and takes another bite, chewing it slowly as 
she tries to s—mmon —p the desire to swallow it.  Wz—st the one, tho—ghYH

”obert nods.  WThankf—lly.H
WThat’s good.H  Kelly goes ?—iet after that and the s—bqect dies there.
There is a ha—nted look in her father’s eyes.  They had no choice 

in what they did once they were enslaved, and in that way they were 
innocent.  Po honorable man wants to kill innocent people, b—t they 
can’t aOord to let them live.  Po one can free the enthralled, save the fae.

The rest of the meal passes in silence, —ntil Kelly oOers to do the 
dishes.  ”obert thanks her, then disappears into the bathroom to shower.  
The apartment ulls with the so—nd of r—nning water.  Kelly stares at her 
hands as she scr—bs at the plates.  jt takes several min—tes for her to realiEe 
Rear is sitting beside her, watching.  She glances down at him brieBy.  
WJhat’s —p, b—dYH

Rear whimpers and paws at her leg.
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Kelly smiles that same weary smile as she r—ns a plate —nder the 
fa—cet.  W;e’ll be une, Rear.  Gverything always t—rns o—t une.H

Gxcept when it doesn’t, b—t she keeps that part to herself.
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K ccourt yruadtfuth ueslnp.An-usmup,iuge,ssxuAb-u’AlgigSuuwuesl“
’xiusmu,inuexAggWApiguglnnslb-up,iumnsbpu-ssn?ue,Appin”bTui!e”pi-x.u
AJslpugsWip,”bTug,iueAbHpugiiSu uC,iupibgig?uJAxx”bTusbiu,Ab-u”bpsuAu
vgpuAgug,iuA’’nsAe,igugxszx.SuukR,ApHguTs”bTusbOF

kQ,iniHgugsWisbiubizjFuAuT”nx? uNibbA?uni’x”igui!e”pi-x.Su ukDiu
eAWiu,iniumnsWup,iuR”x-jFu

wuxlW’umsnWgu”buKixx.Hgup,nsApuAb-ug,iu-sigbHpuesWiuexsginSuu
kR,ibOF

kYAnAIAbueAWiu”buAJslpupzsu-A.guATs?FuAuJs.HguIs”eiugA.gumnsWu
Ji,”b-uAbsp,inu’A”nusmuT”nxgSuuDiu’lg,igu’Agpup,iW?uqAg,”bTuAuTn”buAgu
p,i”nui.iguWiipSuuKixx.HguTAEiu”WWi-”Apix.u-Anpgupsu,”gui.igSuuQ,i.Hniu
exiAnux”Biu”eiSuuQ,ApunixA!igu,inuAb-u,inuvgpuxssgibg?uJlpug,iugp”xxugpA.gu
”bu’xAei?upAB”bTu”bu,”gu-ipA”xgSu uGi-u,A”nuJlEEi-uexsgiupsu,”gu,iA-?uAu
g’Appin”bTusmumnieBxigusbuglb“pAbbi-ugB”b?uAb-uAupssp,.ugW”xiup,Apu
”WWi-”Apix.uWA-iuKixx.up,”bBusmuAumizue,s”eiuTl.gu”bu,inuTnA-iup,Apu
g,iueslx-bHpugpAb-S

kM,u.iA,OuR,iniumnsWOFug,iuAgBgS
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IRON SPIRIT (SAMPLE)

kPnsWuUliJieuY”p.?Fup,iuJs.uni’x”igSu uD”gupsbiu”gunAp,inueAgl“
AxSu ukRiiBuAb-uAu,Axmu—slnbi.SFu uDiugpi’gumsnzAn-uAb-us_ingu,”gu,Ab-Suu
k:AWiHgu=AxpsbSF

Kixx.ugpAniguApup,iug’AeiuJipziibup,iWuAuWsWibpuJimsniugxA’’”bTu,inu
,Ab-u”bpsu,”guAb-uT”I”bTu”pusbiuvnWug,ABiSuukKixx.Su=”-u.slupnAIixuz”p,uAu
W”x”pAn.uigesnpOF

=AxpsbugbsnpgSuuk>slup,”bBup,i.H-uxipuWiu”bup,iue”p.u”mu?u-”-bHpOFuuDiu
qi!igu,”guvbTingSuukMlnu’is’xiuTspuzsn-up,ApuDAx”mA!ueslx-ulgiuAux”ppxiu
WsniuWAb’szinuWsI”bTugsWiuTss-guAxsbTup,iupnA-iunslpig?ugibpuAumizu
smulguTniib,snbguAxsbTugsuziueslx-uTipugsWiui!’in”ibeiSF

Mbiusmup,iuT”nxgug,sIigu’Agpu=AxpsbupsugpAb-uJipziibu,”WuAb-uKixx.?u
xssB”bTuJipziibup,iWuz”p,uAuJn”T,pugW”xiSuu=ig’”piuKixx.HguA’’ni,ibg”sbu
msnup,”gubizesWin?ugii”bTup,ApumAW”x”AnugW”xiuJn”bTgusbiupsu,inuszbumAeiSuu
kKixx.u”guTs”bTupsu-sup,ApjFuYAggAb-nAu@l”’gSuukAgesnpueAnAIAbguAb-ugle,SF

k:spuJiuAu’ApnsxWAbux”Biu,inusx-uWAbOFugsWisbiuJi,”b-up,iWu
niWAnBgSuuKixx.Hgui.igu-n”mpupsuAuJs.us_upsup,iug”-i?uQ”W?uz,su”gugbiin”bTu
-”niepx.uApu,inSuukRAb-inuAnslb-up,iue”p.ux”BiugsWiupslT,uT”nxOF

kB”Tuzsn-gumsnuAbu”bbinue”p.uJs.?FuKixx.unipsnpgSuuk=su.sluiIibuBbszu
z,Apup,iumibeiuxssBgux”BiOF

Q”WHgueseB.ui!’nigg”sbumAxxgu”WWi-”Apix.uAb-u,iuxssBguAzA.?uWlW“
Jx”bTugsWip,”bTulb-inu,”guJniAp,uAgu,iu’lg,igus’ibup,iumnsbpu-ssnguAb-u
-”gA’’iAngu”bg”-iSuuNibbAuAb-up,iusp,inuT”nx?ubsuxsbTinu”bpinigpi-u”bup,”gu
esbIingAp”sb?umsxxszu,”WS

=AxpsbugiiWgupsu’A.up,”gui!e,AbTiubsuW”b-?uT”I”bTuKixx.uAusbei“sIinSuu
k>slHniuTsbbAuJiuAuW”x”pAn.uigesnpOFu uKixx.ubs-guAb-u=Axpsbu-sigup,iu
gAWiSuuk>sluxssBup,iu’AnpSuCpnsbTuWlgexiu-ivb”p”sb?uiIibu”mu.slHniuAux”ppxiu
gWAxxSFuuDiupA’gup,iug”-iusmu,”gu,iA-uz”p,u,”gu’s”bpinuvbTinSuuk?ux”Biuz,Apu
.slu-”-uz”p,u.slnu,A”nSF

Kixx.uniAe,igul’upsunlbu,inuvbTinguAxsbTup,iuJlEEi-ug”-iusmu,inu,A”nu
Ab-usbiug”-iusmu,inux”’gupziABgul’u”bpsuAuTn”bSuuDinu,Ab-ugx”’guJAeBupsu
Jnlg,up,iuJAb-usmu,inu’sb.pA”x?uAgu”mubii-”bTuesbvnWAp”sbu”pHgugp”xxuJslb-u
p”T,px.uAb-ugpAb-”bTu,”T,SuukQ,AbBgSFuuwgu,inu,Ab-umAxxg?ug,iuensggigu,inu
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LINN FOSTER

AnWgusIinu,inue,igp?ug,”mp”bTu,inuzi”T,pusbpsusbiuxiTSuukCs?u=Axpsb?u.slu
Ts”bTupsug”pu,iniuAb-uWABiulguxApiumsnuexAgg?usnu-su.slu,AIiugsWiz,iniu
.slubii-upsuJiOF

Diue,leBxiguApup,ApSuukwxn”T,p?u.sluTspuWiSuu?HIiuJiibu,Alx”bTuTnA”bu
l’u,iniupsugpsniSuuQ,i.Hniu’nsJAJx.uJ”pe,”bTuAJslpup,iumAepup,Apu?u-”-bHpu
msxxszup,iWuAxxuJAeBSFuuDiuJiT”bgugAlbpin”bTu,”guzA.u-szbup,iu’Ap,uKixx.u
eAWiumnsW?u’Alg”bTupsuTxAbeiusIinu,”gug,slx-inSu ukCss-uxleBusbu.slnu
pigpg?uB”-gSF

wgu,iuzAb-ingus_?uYAggAb-nAupABiguAugpi’upszAn-guKixx.uAb-u-nA’igu
AbuAnWusIinu,inug,slx-ingSuukQ,ApHguTsbbAuJiu.slu”bux”BiuAuWsbp,SF

k>slu-”-bHpu,AIiupsugp”eBul’umsnuWi?uYAgg?uFuKixx.unipsnpg?uTxAbe”bTuApu
,inumn”ib-Suuk?HWubspuxssB”bTupsu”W’niggugsWiunAb-sWuTl.umnsWuUliJieu
Y”p.SF

YAgguxAlT,guAb-ug,nlTgusbiug,slx-inSuukYAbHpu?uJiu’nsl-usmuW.umn”ib-u
sbeiu”buAuz,”xiOF

Kixx.ueAbHpu,ix’u”puAb-ue,leBxiguz”p,u,in?u,inuxAlT,pinuAux”ppxiu”bmie“
p”slgSuuC,iuTxAbeiguApup,iuiW’p.ug’Aeiu”bumnsbpusmup,iu-ssngSuukRiuJippinu
Tsu”b?Fug,iugA.g?u’lxx”bTuAzA.umnsWuYAggSuukA!AWguAb-uAxxup,ApSF

kG”T,p?un”T,pSFuYAggumsxxszguJi,”b-u,inSuukCss-uxleB?uJ.up,iuzA.SF
k>slupss?FuKixx.uni’x”ig?ugW”x”bTuApu,inuAb-u,sx-”bTu,inu,Ab-ul’S
YAgguT”Iigu,inuAu,”T,“vIi?up,ibup,i.uTsup,i”nugi’AnApiuzA.gSu uKixx.u

’AlgiguAumizugpi’gu-szbup,iu,Axx?uxssB”bTuJAeBupsup,iuibpnAbeiux”Biug,iu
i!’iepgu=AxpsbupsuJiup,iniugp”xx?uJlpu”pHguiW’p.S

AIin.sbiuixgiu”guAxniA-.u”bup,i”nugiApguz,ibuKixx.ugpi’gu”bpsu,inuWAp,u
exAgg?uAuesl’xiuTxAbe”bTul’uApu,inuJn”iq.uAgug,iuzAxBgupsu,inu-igBuAb-u
gxlW’gu”bpsu”pSuuQ,iui!AWu,AgbHpuJiTlb?uJlpug,iu”gup,iuxAgpusbiupsuibpin?u
iAnb”bTu,inuAu’s”bpi-uxssBumnsWup,iupiAe,inuJimsniu,iuexiAngu,”gup,nsApSuu
Q,iugsmpue,Appinu-”igu-szbSu uk?HWuTs”bTupsu,Ab-uiAe,usmu.sluAupigpu
’AeBip?Fup,iupiAe,in?uDnSuGAWgi.?ugA.guAgu,iugpAb-g?uTAp,in”bTul’up,iu
g,AJJ.ugpAeBuApup,iuesnbinusmu,”gu-igBSuu?pHguexiAnup,igiu’A’ingu,AIiugiibu
.iAngusmulgiSuukExiAgiu-subspuzn”piusbu”p?ubspiu.slnuAbgzingusbuAugi’AnApiu
g,iipusmu’A’in?uz,”e,u.sluz”xxuplnbu”buz,ibu.sluniplnbup,”gupigpupsuWiSuu
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IRON SPIRIT (SAMPLE)

>slu-subspubii-upsug,szu.slnuzsnBusbu.slnuAbgzinu’A’in?uJlpu.slHniu
mniiupsu”mu.sluzAbpSFu uDiuzAxBgu-szbup,iuA”gxig?ugipp”bTusbiuzn”bBxi-u
’AeBipusbuiAe,u-igB?ubspuWAB”bTui.iuesbpAepuz”p,uAb.ugpl-ibpSuuk?mu.slu
bii-u’A’inusnu’ibe”xg?up,iniuAniuJxAbBug,iipgusbuW.u-igBSuu>sluWA.ulgiu
eAxelxApsng?usmueslngiSFuuDiuniplnbgupsu,”gugiApuz”p,up,iuniWA”b”bTu’AeBipgu
Ab-ugipgup,iWuAg”-i?uxiAb”bTuJAeBu”bu,”gue,A”nSuuk>sluWA.uJiT”bSF

Kixx.uTipgupsu,inumiipuAb-uA’’nsAe,igu,”gu-igB?upAB”bTupzsuJxAbBu
g,iipgusmu’A’inus_up,iugiesb-ugpAeBuAb-up,iug,An’igpu’ibe”xusmup,sgiu
s_ini-SuuGiplnb”bTupsu,inu-igB?ug,iugipgupsuzsnBu”WWi-”Apix.SuuDAp,u,Agu
AxzA.guJiibusbiusmu,inugpnsbTinugl”pg?ugsWip,”bTu,inumAp,inux”BigupsugA.ug,iu
”b,in”pi-umnsWu,”WSuuI wanted to be an engineer, you know,u,iuzslx-upixxu
,inSuuWhen I had done my time.  CsWip”Wigug,iuvb-gu,”WuApup,iuB”pe,ibu
pAJxiuniA-”bTusx-upi!pJssBgusbueAxelxlguAb-u-”_inibp”Axui@lAp”sbgux”Biu
p,iniu”gugp”xxugsWiue,Abeiu,iueAbu’lngliup,Apu-niAW?uAgu”mu,”gup”Wiu”guexsgiu
psu-sbiSuu?pHxxubiIinuJiu-sbi?up,slT,?ui!pib-i-upsuAux”miugibpibeiS

Kelly is going to do that!uYAggHguIs”eiue,”Wigu”bu,inuW”b-S
Kixx.umnszbguAb-uzn”pigu-szbup,iuAbgzinupsup,iuvngpu@ligp”sbS
Q,iupigpu”gusIinugssbuibslT,uAb-ug,iugpAb-g?uTnAJJ”bTu,inuAbgzinu

g,iipuAb-uA’’nsAe,”bTuDnSuGAWgi.Hgu-igBupsus_inu”pupsu,”WSu ukQ,AbBu
.sl?uDgSuYlxxWAb?Fu,iugA.guAgu,iuAeei’pgup,iu’A’inuAb-u’xAeigu”pus_upsu
p,iug”-iSuuk>slHxxu,AIiu.slnuniglxpgupsWsnnszSF

kQ,AbBu.sl?uDnSuGAWgi.?FuKixx.uni’x”igS
DiuWABiguAuWsp”sbupsu-”gW”ggu,inuAb-ug,iuzAxBguslpusmuexAgg?up,iuvngpu

sbiupsu-sugsS
C,iu-sigubspu,AIiup,iugAWiuniglxpgu”buAbTx”g,?uz,iniug,iuvb-gu,ingixmu

AWsbTup,iuxAgpugpl-ibpgupsuplnbu”bup,i”nui!AWgSuuC,iu,AguAu-ieibpuTnAg’u
sbup,iuglJ—iep?uJlpumsnW”bTu,inup,slT,pgu”bpsup,iug,A’iug,iu”gui!’iepi-u
psu’nigibpup,iWu”bu,AguAxzA.guWA-iu,inugplWJxiSu uC,iup,”bBgup,nslT,u
’nigibpAp”sbupssugxszx.SuuR,.ueslx-bHpup,i.u—lgpuzn”piup,iugAWiuzA.up,i.u
g’iABOuu=sigu”puniAxx.uWAppinuAb.WsniO

It will matter someday,u,inupiAe,inusbeiugA”-uz,ibug,iuJnslT,pul’u
p,iuglJ—iepSuuC,iu,A-upsu,sx-uJAeBuAugbsnpup,ibuWle,ux”Biug,iu,Agupsunig”gpu
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p,iulnTiupsunsxxu,inui.igubszuAgug,iu-ixipiguAugibpibeiuAb-uJiT”bgupsunizn”piu
”pS

R,Apumiixgux”BiuATiguxApin?ug,iugAIigup,iuvxiupsup,iup,lWJ-n”Iiu,inu
piAe,inu,A-us_ini-u,inuAb-u’lxxgu”pumnsWup,iuJsnnszi-uxA’ps’?uexsg”bTu
p,iuesW’lpinuAb-uJn”bT”bTup,iWuJsp,ul’upsup,iumnsbpu-igBSu ukQ,AbBu
.sl?uDgSuYlxxWAb?FuDngSuAggi!ugA.guAgug,iuAeei’pguJsp,Su uk>slHxxu,AIiu
.slnuniglxpgupsWsnnszSF

Kixx.uWlWJxiguAu,Axm“,iAnpi-up,AbBguAb-ug,sIigu,inu,Ab-gu”bpsu,inu
’seBipguAgug,iu,iA-gumsnup,iu-ssnS

Q,iuW”x”pAn.ueslngiguAniuesb-lepi-u-”_inibpx.SuuKixx.ug”pguAgugpnA”T,pu
Agug,iueAbuAb-unigpgu,inu,Ab-gu”bu,inuxA’?uBii’”bTui.iuesbpAepuz”p,up,iu
ginTiAbpuginI”bTuAgup,i”nupiAe,inSuuBi,”b-u,”W?uvIiusp,inugsx-”ingugpAb-u
ApuiAgi?uzA”p”bTumsnu,”WupsuT”Iiu,”gu”bgpnlep”sbgSuuQ,”gui!AWu”gubspu-sbiu
J.up.’”bTusbuAupAJxipusnuAuxA’ps’?uJlpuJ.uzsnB”bTuz”p,usbiHgu,Ab-gSuu
CinTiAbpuCe,lxinu,sx-gul’uAun”qi?u,”gumAeiuWiAglni-u”buWle,up,iugAWiu
zA.u,inumAp,inHgu”guz,ibu,iu-sigbHpuzAbpupsuJipnA.u,”WgixmSu uDlgpuJiu
AuW”x”pAn.up,”bTSu ukAAe,usmu.sluz”xxupABiuA’AnpuAun”qi?uexiAbu”p?uAb-u’lpu
”puJAeBupsTip,in?up,ibuziuz”xxupABiu”puslpg”-iuAb-uvniu”pSu uC,slx-u”puvniu
gleeiggmlxx.?u.sluz”xxu,AIiu’Aggi-up,”gui!AWSuuFb-ingpss-OF

AAe,ugpl-ibpubs-gusbei?ug’iAB”bTuAxWsgpu?ulb”gsbSuuk>ig?ug”nSF
CinTiAbpuCe,lxinuJn”bTgup,iun”qiupsuAubiAnJ.upAJxi?ugipp”bTu”pu”bup,iu

eibpin?up,ibuWsp”sbgumsnup,iusp,inugsx-”ingupsupABiup,i”nu’sg”p”sbguApup,iu
sp,inupAJxigSuukQ,ibuA’’nsAe,up,iun”qiusmu.slnue,s”eiSF

Kixx.uTipgupsu,inumiipuAb-uWABiguAuJiix”biumsnu,”W?uelpp”bTus_uAu.slbTu
WAb?uBnibpSuuC,iu,iAngu,”WuT”IiuAux”ppxiutchuJimsniuplnb”bTuAb-u,iA-”bTumsnu
Absp,inupAJxiSuuQ,iuginTiAbpuWiipgu,inuTAEiuAb-u,sx-gu”pumsnuAuWsWibpu
Jimsniug’iAB”bTSuukwniu.sluniA-.?uDgSuYlxxWAbOF

k>ig?ug”n?FuKixx.uni’x”ig?unigp”bTu,inu,Ab-gusbup,iupAJxiu—lgpuibslT,u
p,Apug,iueAbumiixu”pulb-inu,inuvbTinp”’gS

CinTiAbpuCe,lxinuWsp”sbgupsup,iuTlbuJipziibup,iWSuukQ,ibuJiT”bSF
DinuTAEiu-ns’gupsup,iuTlbuAgu,inu,Ab-guWsIi?upAB”bTu”pul’uAb-uplnb“

”bTu”pup,”guzA.uAb-up,ApuAgug,iui!AW”bigup,iuvbinu-ipA”xgusmu”pgu-ig”TbSuuQsu
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IRON SPIRIT (SAMPLE)

,inuximp?uBnibpu”guAxniA-.u’lxx”bTu,”guA’AnpSu uDinu,Ab-guWsIiu-impx.u
sIinup,iuWipAxSuuC,iu,AguzsnBi-uz”p,up,”guB”b-usmun”qiuAxxu,inux”mi?u,Agu
WiWsn”Ei-u”pgu’AnpguAb-u,szup,i.uvpupsTip,inSu uDinumAp,inu,Agusbiu
,AbT”bTusbup,iuzAxxusmup,iux”I”bTunssWSuuDAb.uAbuiIib”bTu,AIiuJiibu
g’ibpugipp”bTu”pusbup,iuB”pe,ibupAJxiuAgu”mu”puzAgu-igginp?up,iuAepusmu
-”gWiWJin”bTu”pubsu-”_inibpumnsWugAIsn”bTup,iuqAIsnusmuzixx“JABi-u
,spuensgguJlbguz”p,u,sbi.uJlppinSuuCii”bTu”puJAeBupsTip,inu”guAxWsgpu
AgugziipS

R,ibuKixx.ugipgu”puJAeBusbup,iupAJxi?u”puxssBgui!Aepx.up,iugAWiu
Aguz,ibup,iuginTiAbpu,ix-u”pSuuCe,lxinugpAniguApu”pumsnugiIinAxugiesb-gu
JimsniupAB”bTu”pu”bpsu,”guszbu,Ab-g?uplnb”bTu”pul’g”-iu-szb?up,ibu
n”T,p“g”-iul’uATA”bSuuQ,”gugiiWgupsugAp”gm.u,”WuAb-u,iubs-gupszAn-gu
p,iu-ssnuAgu,iu,sx-gup,iun”qiuJAeBuslpupsu,inSuukPsxxszuWiSF

Q,i.u’Aggup,nslT,up,iu,Axxgupsup,iumAnuib-usmup,iuJl”x-”bT?uz,iniu
AuxsbiupniiugpAb-guAumizumiipus_umnsWup,iuzAxBzA.Su uCiIinAxuJlxxipu
,sxigu-spup,iupniiHguglnmAeiuAxniA-.?uWAnn”bTup,iugxs’’”x.u’A”bpi-uni-u
e”nexigu ”bup,iueibpinusmu”pg upnlbBSu u?p uesbp”bligupsugpAb-upAxx uAb-u
Tniibu”bu-ivAbeiusmup,”g?u”pguxiAIigunlgpx”bTu”bup,iux”T,pug’n”bTuJniiEiSuu
Kixx.ugpAnigul’u”bpsu”pguJnAbe,iguAguCinTiAbpuCe,lxinugpi’guAg”-iuAb-u
AgglWiguAbuAp“iAgiu’sg”p”sb?u,inuTn”’usbup,iun”qiup”T,pib”bTSuuk>slnu
TsAxu”gupsu,”pup,iueibpinusmup,iupAnTip?FuCe,lxinugA.gSuukExiAgiugpi’ul’SF

Kixx.u-sigugs?ux”mp”bTup,iun”qiuAb-uxssB”bTu-szbup,iug”T,puApup,iu
eibpin“Wsgpue”nexiSuuQ,”gu’Anpu”gugiesb-ubAplni?up,iuAepusmuTnslb-”bTu
sbigixmuAb-uA”W”bT?usmuWAB”bTuglniup,iuJlxxipuq”igupnliSuuYou won’t 
have a second chance,u,inumAp,inuzslx-ugA.uz,ibup,i.u’nAep”ei-u”bu
p,iumnsbpu.An-SuuIf you miss a faerie, you’re dead before you can pull 
the trigger again.  ?pupABigu,inu,An-x.uAb.up”WiupsuA”WuAb-u’lxxSu uwu
xsl-uenAeBugslb-guAensggup,iuexiAn”bT?uAb-uAgu”pumA-igug,iuxszingup,iu
Tlb?ubAnnsz”bTu,inui.iguAgug,iugenlp”b”Eigup,iug,spSuuQ,iniu”guAubizu
enApinu”bup,iuJlxxgi.i?uAJslpuAbu”be,upsup,iuximpusmuz,Apuzslx-HIiuJiibu
’inmiepueibpinSuuC,iutsksuApup,iu”W’inmiep”sbS
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Ce,lxinubs-g?uAu,”bpusmuiWsp”sbupsu,”gumAeiuvbAxx.Su uw’’nsIAxSuu
kCss-Suu:szuAuWsI”bTupAnTipSFuuDiunA”gigu,”gu,Ab-upsuel’usbiug”-iusmu
,”guWslp,uAb-ug,slpg?ukElxxjF

CsWiz,iniumnsWup,iumsx”ATiuJi.sb-up,iupnii?uAbsp,inugsx-”inulb“
xiAg,iguAuexA.u’”TisbS

Kixx.uz,”’gup,iun”qiul’uAb-umsxxszgup,iu’Ap,usmup,iu’”Tisb?u’lxx”bTu
p,iupn”TTinSuu?pug,Appingu”bup,iuA”nS

kElxxjFuCe,lxinug,slpgS
QzsuWsniuTsuq.”bT?uAb-umAxx”bTu”bu’”ieigS
kElxxjF
Q,niiuq.?upzsuJniABuJ.up,iu”W’AepusmuAuJlxxipSuuKixx.uvniguAumslnp,u

g,sp?ueApe,”bTup,iui-Tiusmup,iuexA.u-”geuJimsniu”pugWAg,igu”bpsup,iuTnslb-Suu
C,iuTn”pgu,inupiip,u”bumnlgpnAp”sb?uJlpuniWA”bgu@l”ipuAb-uApup,iuniA-.umsnu
WsniS

CinTiAbpuCe,lxinubs-gSuukCss-uzsnB?uDgSuYlxxWAbSuuQ,iuYAbA-”Abu
wnWi-uPsneiguz”xxuJiumsnplbApiupsu,AIiu.slSF

k?uW”ggi-usbi?FuKixx.ugA.guAgug,iuxszingup,iun”qi?u,inupsbiuJ”ppinS
k?pHguAxn”T,pupsuW”ggusbi?FuCe,lxinuni’x”ig?uAxniA-.uzAxB”bTuAzA.S
Kixx.uJ”piguJAeBup,iu-ig”niupsu-”gATnii?u,inumAp,inHguzsn-gu’xA.”bTu”bu

,inu,iA-uATA”bSuuQ,iuginTiAbpugxszgupsuzAxBuJig”-iu,inuAgup,i.uniplnbupsu
p,iuexAggnssWuAb-u’lxxguAueAgiunigp”bTuATA”bgpup,iuzAxxumnsWu”pguesW’Ab“
”sbg?ugipp”bTu”pusbup,iubiAnigpuiW’p.upAJxiuAb-ulb-s”bTup,iuexAg’gSuuMbeiu
”pus’ibg?u,iuWsp”sbgumsnu,inupsugipup,iuTlbu”bpsup,iuWsx-i-umsAWSuuC,iu
-sigugs?uxipp”bTu,inu,Ab-gunigpusbup,iupAJxipuAmpinzAn-SuuCe,lxinugbA’gup,iu
eAgiuexsgi-uAb-u’lg,igu”pupszAn-gu,inSuukYsbTnAplxAp”sbg?up,”gu”gu.slngSF

Kixx.uJx”bBguAb-uxssBgumnsWup,iueAgiupsu,inupiAe,inSuuk?uTipupsuBii’u
”pOF

Ce,lxinubs-guAb-uWsp”sbgupsu”pSuuk?pHguAxxu.slngubszSF
Kixx.Hgux”’gupz”pe,uAuWsWibpuJimsniuplnb”bTu”bpsuAu,Axm“gW”xiSuuC,iu

’lxxgup,iueAgius_up,iupAJxiuAb-ugz”bTgup,iugpnA’uAnslb-u,inug,slx-in?u
s_in”bTup,iuginTiAbpuAugAxlpiusbeiup,iueAgiu”gugippxi-uATA”bgpu,inuJAeBSuu
kQ,AbBu.sl?ug”nSF
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Q,iniu”guAuJ”pusmuAug’n”bTu”bu,inugpi’uAgug,iuxiAIigup,iuexAggnssWumsnu
p,iubi!pS

kCss-uAmpinbssb?uDgSuYlxxWAb?Fup,iuWAbuJi,”b-up,iu-igBugA.guAgu
Kixx.upABigu,inugiApS

C,iugipgu,inun”qiueAgiuqApuATA”bgpup,iuqssnuJig”-iu,inuJimsniuA--nigg“
”bTu,”WSuukCss-uAmpinbssb?uCinTiAbpuw”WgSF

CinTiAbpuw”WguxssBguAensggup,iuexAggnssWumsnuAuWsWibpuJimsniu
exiAn”bTu,”gup,nsApSuukw’’nsAe,uW.u-igBuAb-u?uz”xxuA-W”b”gpinup,iu—lW’“
-n”Iiguz”p,up,iui!AWSuu?mu.slu,AIiuAupAJxip?u?uz”xxus_inu.sluAuesW’lpinumsnu
p,iu-lnAp”sbusmuexAggSF

Kixx.uzA”pgumsnup,iusp,inugpl-ibpgupsuTsuA,iA-usmu,in?uzApe,”bTuiAe,u
Agup,i.u’AgguJ.SuuC,iuTipgul’umnsWu,inu-igBuAb-uA’’nsAe,igup,iupiAe,inHg?u
nigp”bTusbiu,Ab-uATA”bgpup,iui-TiSuuk?ubii-uAuxA’ps’?u’xiAgiSF

w”WguniAe,igu-szbuAb-u’nselnigusbiumnsWup,iugpAeBuJig”-iu,”gue,A”nu
Ab-ugxA’guAup,lWJ-n”Iiusbups’?u,sx-”bTuJsp,uslpupsuKixx.SuukExiAgiuJsx-u
p,iuesnniepuAbgzin?usnuvxxu”pu”bu”mup,iniu”guAuJxAbBSuu>slu,AIiusbiu,slnSF

Kixx.uAeei’pgup,iuxA’ps’uz”p,uAuWlppini-up,AbBguAb-uniplnbgupsu
,inugiApSuuC,iunibAWigup,iuvxiGuKixx.YlxxWAbHPAiD”gpsn.P”bAxS-se!Guu
p,ibus’ibgu”puAb-uJiT”bgSuuQ,iuvngpupzibp.u@ligp”sbguAniuAxxuAJslpup.’igu
smumAiSu uQ,i.HniuiAg.uibslT,upsuAbgzin?uWiWsn”E”bTumAin”iugpsn”igu”gu
gsWip,”bTug,iHguJiibu-s”bTug”beiug,iuzAguAue,”x-Su u:spusbu’ln’sgiuApu
vngpSuuR,ibug,iuzAgugWAxxu,inuWsp,inux”Bi-upsuibpinpA”bup,iWuz”p,upAxigu
smup,iu-”_inibpuB”b-gusmumAiSuuR,ibug,iu-”gA’’iAni-?up,sgiugAWiupAxiguziniu
psx-upsu,inuJ.u,inumAp,in?uJlpup,iuz,”Wg.uAb-uzsb-inusmup,iWuzAguTsbiSuu
Q,i.uJieAWiuzAnb”bTgupsu,ii-S

Kixx.u’AlgiguAgug,iuniA-gup,iuvbAxu@ligp”sbusmup,”gugiep”sbS

20. What is a barghest?
A. A faerie that takes the form of a black dog.
B. A type of deer native to Canada.
C. A type of ghost similar to a poltergeist.
D. A faerie that resembles a black horse.
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“Remember, never follow a black dog,” her father says, voice firm.  He’s on 
one knee beside her, standing outside in the yard as Bear occupies himself 
with a stick.

“But what about Bear?” Kelly asks, pointing at him.  She’s eleven years 
old, having just celebrated her birthday last month.  Bear was her present.

“Bear is black and white,” Robert explains.  “He’s safe.  But an 
all-black dog is dangerous.  It could be a faerie.”

“A barghest,” Kelly says confidently.
Robert nods.  “Exactly.  A barghest looks just like a black dog.”
“Did a barghest take Mom and Ken?” Kelly asks, watching his face.
Robert cringes and looks away.  “I don’t know, sweetie. I don’t know.”

Kixx.uJsx-gup,iuvngpuAbgzinuAb-uesbp”bligusbS
Q,iugiesb-u’snp”sbusmup,iupigpuseel’”igu”pgixmuWsgpx.uz”p,uAeei’pi-u

xsniuAb-up,”bTgup,Apu,AIiuJiibu’nsIibusIinup,iup,”np.u.iAngug”beiup,i”nu
iWinTibeiSu uDsniugpsn”igu-n”xxi-u”bpsu,inuWiWsn.uJ.u,inumAp,inuAb-u
piAe,inguAx”BiSu u?pumiixgux”Biup,iugAWiuWApin”AxuiIin.ug”bTxiu.iAnSu u:iIinu
psle,uAu-AW’u,sngi?u-sbHpuiApumss-umnsWugpnAbTing?ubiIinugA.u.slnumlxxu
bAWiuslpg”-iusmu-ig”TbApi-ugAmiug’AeigSuuAIin.sbiuBbszgup,igiup,”bTgS

C,iuesWigupsup,iuvbAxu’snp”sbIuiggA.u@ligp”sbgSu uC,iug”T,guAb-u
gxlW’guJAeBu”bu,inugiApumsnuAuWsWibp?ugpAn”bTuApup,iugeniibuz”p,uAu’slpSuu
Dsniuzn”p”bTSuuKixx.ugeAbgusIinuiAe,usmup,iup,niiu’nsW’pg?ugippx”bTusbup,iu
xAgpuAb-uni’sg”p”sb”bTu,ingixmupsup.’iu,inuAbgzinS

What— if anything— is the greatest threat to mankind be-
sides the fae?

It could be argued that the greatest threat to mankind is lack of supplies 
due to the scarcity of people to maintain necessities or the finite nature of 
some things we’ve come to rely on, but with proper rationing and careful 
cultivation of urban farming, animal husbandry, and recycling, I believe 
this threat has been diminished since the start of the war, and will continue 
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to diminish over time.  In this essay I will argue that the true second 
greatest threat is, in fact, witches.

‘Witch’ is the most recognized modern term for a child born of 
man and fae.  They are given this name because of their ability to wield 
magic.  To be a witch in eras past was to be a human with the power to 
do the same, though the veracity of “human magic” is debatable.  Some 
believe famous witch cases of history were actually half-faerie children, 
giving the term some historical backing in the modern day.

Witches are considered extremely dangerous because they are able 
to touch iron like a human and wield magic like the fae.  Fae, as has 
become common knowledge, grow sick and weak from the presence of 
iron and will avoid it whenever possible.  This is why we can safely exist 
inside large cities like our own Halifax.  Witches are not burdened 
with this sickness and can pass through the iron fences protecting us 
with ease.  Their possession of free will and inability to be charmed by 
the fae is also considered a significant threat.

In 2035, the city of Halifax formally declared that witches, like 
the fae-touched or enthralled, were executable on sight.  This was done 
as a protective measure, as the threat of witches siding with their fae 
family was deemed too much of a risk.  The general, albeit informal, 
consensus among humans is that, while having the choice, witches are 
most likely to side with their magical brethren rather than with their 
mundane ones because they believe the fae will “inherit the earth.”  To 
put it bluntly, when offered the choice between the winning side and the 
losing side, it’s far more likely a witch will choose the winning side— 
the fae— as a means of survival.

We have seen what the fae can do to us.  Witches can wreak the 
same havoc, but from inside the heart of our safe places.  No one is 
safe from the presence of a well-concealed witch, as they are physically 
identical to humans, down to their crystal clear sight.  They bear no 
markings of fae touch.  One moment of carelessness in the presence of 
a witch, and you are as good as dead.
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Kixx.uniA-gusIinu,inunig’sbgiusbeiSuu?pHgubspu’inmiep?uJlpup,”gu”gbHpuAbTx”g,u
exAgg?uAux”ppxiu”bmsnWAx”p.u”gu’nsJAJx.uAeei’pAJxiSu uCAp”gvi-uz”p,up,”guAb“
gzin?uKixx.ugAIigup,iu-selWibpuAb-uexsgigu”p?up,ibuJn”bTgup,iuxA’ps’uAb-u
p,lWJ-n”Iiul’upsup,iuginTiAbpHgu-igBSu uw”WguxssBgusIinup,iun”Wusmu,”gu
JssBuApu,in?up,ibupsup,iuesW’lpin?uAb-uWsp”sbgumsnu,inupsugipu”pu-szbSuu
k>slHxxu,AIiu.slnugesnigupsWsnnszSF
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03
A heer scoe, ,eKelylin tpa kgbapku ’pffm .k .T dtp vwax w-w.Tu 
zHd .dSk w Nwa gam Nab— .dk HkHwf kdwdpj  qtp gt.gxpTk wTR -bwdk tw“p 
zppT gbaawffpR wTR wff dtp bvpT kvwgp .k ”ffpR G.dt vpbvfp Gtb tw“p 
-wdtpapR .T gfHkdpak db gtwddpau fpw“.T- vwdtGwmk zpdGppT dtp— wTR 
dtp TpId -abHv ba dtp “wa.bHk dwzfpk dtwd tw“p zppT waawT-pR bT dtp 
-awkkj

’pffm -.“pk pwgt -abHv w bTgpYb“pau kpp.T- Gtb ktp gwT apgb-T.?pj  
!pa gfwkk—wdpk Rbd dtp gabGRu dtp.a Nw—.f.pk gfbkp zmj  CdawT-pak pIY
g.dpR Nba kb—pdt.T- db gpfpzawdpu ba pw-pa db -pd kb—p Napp NbbRu —wxp 
Hv —bkd bN dtp bdtpak .T wddpTRwTgpj  Jbd Nwa Nab— Gtpap dtp gabGR 
dt.Tk bHdu dpwgtpak wTR kbfR.pak wap vHdd.T- dtp ”Twf vapvwawd.bTk bT 
w kdw-pB Gt.gt .k apwffm WHkd wT bHdf.TpR kMHwap bN -awkk G.dt kb—p 
Rpgbawd.“p v.ffwak wTR RawvpR Nwza.gj

Ak  kbbT wk  dtpm  wap  wd  dtp  pR-pk  bN  dtp  gabGRu  Obzpad  twk 
t.k twTRk bT ’pffmSk ktbHfRpak wTR .k -pTdfm Hktpa.T- tpa NbaGwaRj  
LqtpapSk kd.ff kb—p d.—p zpNbap dtp gpap—bTmu2 tp kwmk GtpT ktp fbbxk 
zwgx wd t.—j  L0b ”TR mbHa Na.pTRkj  qbT.-td .k wzbHd mbH -Hmkj2
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’pffm b5pak t.— w twfNYk—.fp wTR vfHgxk wd dtp tp— bN tpa zfwgx Rapkkj  
EdSk w k.—vfp kdawvfpkk TH—zpa G.dt w f.-td gwaR.-wTu wggb—vwT.pR zm w 
vw.a bN GpR-pkj  Ctp RbpkTSd ap—p—zpa dtp fwkd d.—p ktp Gbap .du ba dtp 
ktbpk Nba dtwd —wddpaj  LUbH kHap;2

Obzpad TbRk wTR —bd.bTk Nba tpa db -pd -b.T-j  LUpk<  0b tw“p NHT<2
’pffm b5pak t.— w vfwmNHf kwfHdp wTR dHaTk zwgx db dtp gabGRu R.kwvY

vpwa.T- .Tdb dtp dtabT-j  Ctp -fwTgpk .Tdb pwgt -abHvu fbbx.T- Nba tpa 
gfwkk—wdpkj  A NpG gwdgt tpa pmp wTR b5pa Gw“pk ba -appd.T-k wTR ktp 
apdHaTk dtp—u zHd RbpkTSd kdbvu Tbd HTd.f ktp kppk =wkkwTRaw kdwTR.T- 
G.dt >pTTw wTR ?apTdj  =wkkSk fwH-t ”ffk dtp w.a wTR ?apTd -a.Tku vabHR bN 
t.—kpfN Nba gwHk.T- .dj  !p Tbd.gpk ’pffm ”akdu Gw“.T-j  L!pmu ’pffkj2

’pffm dwxpk dtp p—vdm kvwgp zpk.Rp =wkk wTR ktb“pk tpa twTRk .T dtp 
vbgxpdk bN tpa gwaR.-wTj  L!pmu -Hmkj  @pSap ”Twffm tpapu tHt;2

=wkk -.--fpk wTR Rawvpk wT wa— wabHTR ’pffmj  CtpSk Gpwa.T- w -awm 
AYf.Tp kx.ad G.dt w Gt.dp zfbHkpu w gtHTxm dHaMHb.kp zwT-fp bT tpa Ga.kd 
dtp bTfm vbv bN gbfba .T tpa bHd”dj  L@pSap ”Twffm tpap<2 ktp apvpwdkj

>pTTw wTR ?apTd wap zbdt RapkkpR .T kfwgxk wTR zHddbTYHv kt.adku dtp 
fwddpa Gpwa.T- w d.p wTR kHkvpTRpakj  >pTTwSk R.—vfpk wap bT NHff R.kvfwm 
wk ktp k—.fpku ?apTdSk pIvapkk.bT —bap kHzRHpR TbGj  LUbH pIg.dpR db -pd 
mbHa wkk x.gxpR;2 tp wkxku fbbx.T- wd ’pffm wk tp gabkkpk t.k wa—k b“pa t.k 
gtpkdj

LES— pIg.dpR db kpp you -pd mbHa wkk x.gxpRu2 ’pffm apvf.pku -a.TT.T- 
wk ktp vHffk tpa twTR Nab— tpa vbgxpd wTR kG.T-k wT wa— wabHTR =wkkSk 
Gw.kd .T apdHaTj

?apTd kgb5k wTR abffk t.k pmpku zHd bTp k.Rp bN t.k f.vk dGpwxk Hv .Tdb 
w twfNY-a.Tj

LUbHSap zbdt -b.T- db zp -apwdu2 =wkk gt.—pk .Tj
LUbH xTbG E ”T.ktpR apgbTkdaHgd.T- —m -HT zpNbap tpau2 ?apTd 

gb——pTdkj
LE tw“p zpddpa w.— dtwT mbHu2 ’pffm gbHTdpakj
EdSk >pTTwSk dHaT db abff tpa pmpkj  L=wT Gp Tbd;  @pSap kHvvbkpR db 

zp twvvm wTR gpfpzawd.T-u mbH xTbGj2
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LUpk<2 =wkk pIgfw.—ku vHff.T- tpa wa— Nab— ’pffmSk ktbHfRpak db 
kfwv tpa .T dtp —.RRfp bN tpa zwgxj  LCb vfwm T.gp<  UbHSap vabzwzfm 
-b.T- db tw“p db f.“p G.dt ?apTd .T zbbd gw—vu mbH xTbGj2

L0abkku2 ’pffm apdbadku zHd ktp -a.Tk wTmGwmj
?apTd gtHgxfpk HTRpa t.k zapwdt wTR apfwIpk t.k kdwTgpj  L?pgwHkp 

mbH wkxpR T.gpfmj2
’pffm .k wzbHd db —wxp wTbdtpa gb——pTd GtpT w fbHR gfwvv.T- 

-pdk tpa wddpTd.bTj  qtp gtwddpa zp-.Tk db R.p RbGT wk —bap twTRk 
Wb.Tu -Hpkdk fbbx.T- db dtp p—vdm kMHwap Nba dtp kbHagp bN dtp Tb.kpj  
Aaj Ow—kpm .k .T dtp gpTdpa bN dtp kMHwapu t.k gbffpw-Hpk BwTx.T- 
t.— .T dGb -abHvku bTp dtp bdtpa g.“.f.wT dpwgtpak wTR dtp bdtpa 
kbfR.pakj  LEN wff dbRwmSk -awRHwdpk GbHfR Wb.T —p wd dtp zwgx bN dtp 
kdw-pu vfpwkpj2

=wkk vawgd.gwffm kMHpwfk wd dtwd wTR -awzk ’pffm zm dtp Ga.kdu 
mwTx.T- tpa wfbT- wk ktp tHaa.pk wtpwR bN ?apTd wTR >pTTwj  qtpmSap 
dGb bN dtp ”akd kdHRpTdk db Wb.T dtp dpwgtpak wTR wap MH.gxfm HktpapR 
db dtp p—vdm kvwgp zpt.TR dtp —waxpR kMHwap kpa“.T- wk dtp kdw-pj  Ak 
dtpm -pd gbaawffpR .Tdb vfwgpu dtp wHR.pTgp zp-.Tk gb—.T- db-pdtpau 
Nba—.T- bTp HT.”pR -abHv .T NabTdj  A NpG vpbvfp gbTd.THp db Gt.kY
vpa wTR —Hddpa db dtp—kpf“pku zHd —bkd bN dtp— tw“p -bTp MH.pdj

CTgp dtp —bRpkd waawm bN kdHRpTdk tw“p dwxpT dtp.a vfwgpku Aaj 
Ow—kpm -.“pk bTp —bap gfwvu xppv.T- t.k twTRk db-pdtpa wk tp fbbxk 
b“pa dtp wHR.pTgpj  ?pt.TR t.—u dtp kxm zp-.Tk vHavf.T- wk dtp ”akd 
k.-Tk bN RHkx kpddfp  bT dtp tba.?bTj  L@pfgb—pu bTp wTR wffu  db 
-awRHwd.bTj  E tw“p dtp pkdpp—pR tbTba bN bDg.wd.T- dt.k gpap—bTm 
dbRwmj  E.xp —wTm bN mbHu E tw“p GwdgtpR dtpkp .TR.“.RHwfk -abG 
.Tdb pIgpvd.bTwf —p—zpak bN bHa gb——HT.dmu wTR E w— vabHR db zp 
z.RR.T- NwapGpff db dtp— dbRwm wk dtpm dwxp dtp.a vfwgpk .T kbg.pdmj2  
qtp wHR.pTgp gfwvk GtpT tp vwHkpkj  Aaj Ow—kpm gfpwak t.k dtabwd wTR 
gbTd.THpkj  L@.dtbHd NHadtpa wRbu vfpwkp Gpfgb—p dtp gfwkk bN FGHGj2

qtp dpwgtpa wd dtp tpwR bN dtp f.Tp HktpapR dtp ”akd kdHRpTd NbaGwaR 
wTR dtpm zp-wT dtp.a —pwkHapR Gwfx Hv db Aaj Ow—kpmu Nwg.T- dtp wHR.Y
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pTgpj  L@.ff.w— IR-wau2 dtp kdHRpTd wTTbHTgpk zpNbap dwx.T- w zbGu wk .k 
gHkdb— Nba g.“.f.wTkj

L@pfgb—pu @.ff.w—u2 Aaj Ow—kpm kwmk wk tp kdaw.-tdpTku tbfR.T- bHd 
t.k twTR Nba dtp mbHT- —wT db ktwxpu tbfR.T- bHd t.k bdtpa twTR db dtp 
Gb—wT zpk.Rp t.—j  Ctp twTRk t.— w dt.T gb.T dtp k.?p bN w k.f“pa Rbffwau 
Gt.gt tp dtpT tbfRk bHd db @.ff.w—j  L’ppv dt.k gb.T gfbkp db mbHa tpwad 
wTR fpd .dk .abT vabdpgd mbHj  Ed G.ff za.T- mbH fHgx wk mbH daw“pakp dtp 
GbafRu wTR daw“pf bT db dtp TpId vtwkp bN mbHa f.Npj2

@.ff.w— TbRk .T dtwTxk wk tp dwxpk dtp gb.Tu vapkk.T- .d db t.k gtpkd 
zpNbap kwm.T-u LqtwTx mbHj2  @.dt dtwdu t.k dHaT bT dtp kdw-p .k b“pa wTR 
tp Gwfxk db dtp pTRu Gtpap wTbdtpa dpwgtpa .k Gw.d.T- db dwxp t.k vtbdbj

=wkkwTRaw .k TpIdj  CTgp dtp kdw-p .k gfpwau ktp wvvabwgtpk wTR Nwgpk 
dtp wHR.pTgpj  L=wkkwTRaw >p5pakbTj2  Ctp gHadk.pkj

L@pfgb—pu =wkkwTRawu2 Aaj Ow—kpm kwmku dtpT ktwxpk tpa twTR wTR 
b5pak tpa bTp bN dtp .abT gb.Tku -.“.T- tpa dtp kw—p —pkkw-pu wfzp.d 
kf.——pR RbGT Nba d.—pj  =wkkwTRaw wggpvdk .d G.dt dtwTxku dtpT Gwfxk 
wgabkk dtp kdw-pj

’pffm .k TpIdj  Ctp dwxpk w Rppv zapwdtu dtpT wvvabwgtpk dtp NabTd 
bN dtp kdw-pu Nwg.T- p“pambTpj  !pa Nwdtpa .k .T dtp NabTd abGu w k—.fp 
dtapwdpT.T- db gawgx t.k Nwgp .T twfNj  !p —bd.bTk f.xp tpSk -b.T- db gfwvu 
zHd t.k twTRk RbTSd —ppdj  ’pffm apdHaTk dtp k—.fp zpNbap wTTbHTg.T- 
tpakpfNj  L’pffm =Hff—wTj2  JTf.xp tpa vapRpgpkkbaku ktp kdwTRk wd wddpTY
d.bT wTR kwfHdpkj  I“pambTp gfwvku zHd Obzpad gfwvk dtp fbHRpkdu dtabG.T- 
.T w tbffpa dtwT pwaTk t.— w NpG -fwTgpkj  ’pffmSk k—.fp G.RpTk w dbHgt wd 
dtwdu wTR tpa pmpk f.T-pa bT tpa Nwdtpa Nba w —b—pTd zpNbap dHaT.T- db 
Aaj Ow—kpm wk tp vapkpTdk tpa gb.Tj  Ctp ktwxpk t.k twTR wTR b5pak w 
k—wff dtwTxku dtpT Gwfxk db dtp bdtpa k.Rp db kdwTR Nba tpa vtbdbj  CTgp 
.d .k dwxpTu ktp vbgxpdk dtp gb.T wTR Wb.Tk =wkk wTR @.ff.w— db dtp k.Rp db 
Gw.d Nba dtp bdtpak db —wxp dtp.a Gwm wgabkkj

CTgp pwgt kdHRpTd twk GwfxpRu dtp pTd.ap -abHv .k HktpapR zwgx 
.Tdb dtp kMHwap db kdwTR .T w f.Tp wTR b5pa bTp fwkd gbffpgd.“p zbG wTR 
dtwTxk db dtbkp Gtb gw—p zpNbap dtp—j  qtp gabGR gfwvk wTR gtppaku wTR 
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”Twffm dtpm wap R.k—.kkpR db —.T-fp .Tdb dtp bdtpak w-w.T wk dtp gpap—bY
Tm MH.gxfm kt.Ndk zwgx .Tdb w vwadmj  ’pffm —wxpk w zppf.Tp Nba Obzpadu 
Gtb tbfRk Hv w twTRj  Ctp -a.Tk wk ktp kfwvk tpak .Tdb t.k G.dt w fbHR 
gfwvu dtp.a ”T-pak gHaf.T- wabHTR dtp bdtpa wk dtp.a t.-tY”“p dHaTk .Tdb 
w tH-u dtp.a gfwkvpR twTRk gwH-td zpdGppT dtp.a gtpkdkj  Obzpad -.“pk 
’pffm bTp gfwv bT dtp zwgx zpNbap zwgx.T- Hv wTR fpdd.T- tpa -bj  LUbH 
R.R .du x.Rj2

’pffm Bwktpk tbaTk G.dt tpa vb.Tdpa ”T-pa wTR v.Txm wTR fwH-tkj  
LCHap R.Rj2

Obzpad gtHgxfpk G.dt tpau dtpT apwgtpk .Tdb t.k vbgxpd db vabRHgp 
wT pT“pfbvpj  !p tbfRk .d gfbkp db t.k gtpkdu tpk.dwd.T- w —b—pTd zpNbap 
pIdpTR.T- .d db tpaj  L!papu zpNbap E Nba-pdj2

’pffmSk k—.fp Nwffk kf.-tdfmu zHd ktp dwxpk dtp pT“pfbvpu vHff.T- dtp 
Bwv bvpT wTR vppa.T- .Tk.Rpj  Ad ”akd ktp dt.Txk .dSk p—vdmu zHd w kvbd bN 
apR —wxpk tpa apwf.?p dtwd dtp gbTdpTdk wap wk dt.T wk vwvpa wTR gf.T-.T- 
db dtp.a apgpvdwgfpj  Ctp apwgtpk dGb ”T-pak .T db -awz .d wTR vHff .d bHdu 
ap“pwf.T- w a.zzbTj  EdSk kf.-tdfm NawmpR wd dtp pTRk Gtpap .d Gwk ba.-.Twffm 
gHdu zHd kb—pbTp dbbx dtp d.—p db tp— .d kb .d GbHfR kdwm .Tdwgdj  !pa 
-w?p f.T-pak bT .d Nba w —b—pTd zpNbap ktp dHaTk tpa wddpTd.bT db tpa 
Nwdtpaj  L@twdSk dt.k;2

A kwRTpkk —wxpk .dk Gwm .Tdb ObzpadSk pmpk dtwd .k apBpgdpR .T dtp 
Gwm t.k k—.fp Nwffk p“paYkbYkf.-tdfmj  LUbH —.-td Tbd ap—p—zpau zHd mbHa 
—bdtpa Gbap dtwd a.zzbTj2

’pffmSk -w?p Rwadk Nab— tpa NwdtpaSk Nwgp db dtp a.zzbTu dtp .—w-p bN 
tpa —bdtpa Nba—.T- .T dtp zwgx bN tpa —.TR wk ktp apgwffk Bwktpk bN tpau 
dtp apR a.zzbT d.pR wabHTR tpa Tpgxj  ’pffm gbHfR bTfm ap—p—zpa bTp 
d.—p ktp p“pa kwG tpa G.dtbHd .du dtp T.-td ktp R.kwvvpwapRj  Ctp twRTSd 
dtbH-td wTmdt.T- bN .d wd dtp d.—pu zHd kpp.T- .d tpap TbGu xTbG.T- ktpSR 
fpNd .d zpt.TRu .d kd.ak kb—pdt.T- .T tpa gtpkd dtwd ktp gwTSd MH.dp Tw—pj  
A —p—pTdb bN w f.Np -bTpj  LAap mbH kHap mbH GwTd db -.“p dt.k db —p;2

Obzpad TbRkj  LE dt.Tx mbHa —bdtpa GbHfRS“p GwTdpR mbH db tw“p 
.d dbRwmj2
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’pffm b5pak dtp p—vdm pT“pfbvp zwgx db t.—u dwx.T- dtp a.zzbT .T 
zbdt twTRk bTgp tp wggpvdk .dj  Ctp apwgtpk zpt.TR tpakpfN G.dt .d db Gawv 
.d dG.gp wabHTR dtp zwkp bN tpa vbTmdw.fu dH--.T- .d HTd.f .dSk gfbkp wTR 
d.-tdu dtpT dm.T- .d b5j  qtp pTRk bN dtp a.zzbT Rawvp RbGT HTp“pTfmj

ObzpadSk k—.fp apdHaTku zHd dtp kwRTpkk .T t.k -w?p -abGk Rwaxpaj  LEd 
fbbxk -bbRj2
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Kelly startles awake and bolts upright at the sound of shattering glass.  
Her room is ,ooded in darknessv not eSen the stars Sisible.  che reaAhes 
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 for the knife on her bedside  tablev groping for the handle.  zs soon 
as her Bngertips gra’e the Aold wood of the handle she grips it tightlyv 
holding it Alose to her Ahest as she tries to make out any unusual shapes 
in the dark.

Mear sArambles up in response and barksv Arowding around her 
immediately and sniRng her.  che grabs his ru“ and pushes him baAk 
gentlyv hand lingering on his fur as she giSes the room another pass.  
Mear barks again and Kelly hisses sharply.  che sees only the outline of 
her dresser and a ,oor lampv but that doesn?t put her at ease.  Her heart 
poundsv Blling her ears and making it hard to listen.

”oments laterv Iobert bursts inv a hunting knife of his own at the 
ready.  He ,iAks the switAh multiple times before he reali’es it?s not 
working.  JKellyTG  His SoiAe is a whisper.

JW?m safevG she replies Aalmlyv taking in a deep breath and releasing 
it slowly.  Jjust had a nightmare.  ctartled Mear W guess.G  clowlyv she 
reaAhes out and sets the knife baAk on her bedside table.

Iobert sighs softly and lowers his knife.  Jxhank Dod.G  He 
glanAes up at the Aeiling.  JDuess your light burned out while you 
were asleep.  Ohat timingv huhTG  He ,ips the switAh one more time 
for good measure.  JW?ll go get another bulb.G  He disappears into the 
apartment and brie,y Kelly Aonsiders taking up the knife againv but 
she settles for another deep breath instead.  Mear sni“s at her shoulder 
before settling down beside herv pressing up against her like he needs 
AonBrmation she is solid and safe.

Iobert returns a few minutes later with the bulb in hand and Kelly 
uses her phone ,ashlightv  pointing it up at the Aeiling as he steps onto 
her bed.  xhey both frown when they see it.  xhe bulb in the Aeiling fan 
is shatteredv -agged edges AatAhing the light o“ the phone and outlining 
it in white.  xheir ga’es drift down in unison to the Aomforterv where 
fragments of the bulb lie.  JOhat the hellTG Iobert mumbles.

Kelly says nothingv but that strange Blm of anYiety settles oSer her 
again.

30



IRON SPIRIT (SAMPLE)

Iobert Aarefully unsArews the base of the broken bulb and replaAes 
it.  xhe light Aomes to life and washes them in soft white.  Holding it 
by the metal anAhorv he -umps o“ the bed and tosses it into a nearby 
wastebasket.  JNon?t moSev W?ll go get the broom.G

Kelly nods and watAhes as he leaSesv her ga’e following him still 
when he returns and uses the hand broom and dustpan to sweep up the 
broken shell of the preSious bulbv tossing that in the trash as well.  —nAe 
donev he doubleCAheAks for any stray pieAesv then sighs.  Jxhat should do 
it.G  He snaps the hand broom baAk into the dustpanv eyes lingering on 
the now Alean Aomforter.  JFou got any idea how that happenedTG

Kelly stares at the same plaAe a moment before shaking her head.  
Jqo idea.  W woke up and W…G  che pausesv then looks at her father.  JW 
think it happened as W Aame out of my dream.G

Iobert?s frown deepens at that and he turns his attention to herv 
looking her in the eye.  JLould you haSe thrown something in your 
sleepTG

Kelly shrugs.  JW don?t think so.G  che pats at the blanket seSeral times 
before Bnding her phonev holding it up for him to see.  Jxhe only thing 
W eSer leaSe in my bed is my phone.G

JHmmm.G  Iobert?s stare lingers on her long enough to make Kelly 
shift slightlyv disAomfort growing within her.  8inallyv he turns away and 
sets the broom and dustpan on top of her dresser.  Jqo use dwelling on 
it in the middle of the night.  Det some restv okayTG

Kelly nods.  JDood night… again.G 
JDood night.G  Iobert Aloses the door gently as he leaSes.  xhe light 

remains on.
Kelly lies baAk in bed and Mear s9uishes himself to her side proteAC

tiSely.  che lies there for seSeral minutesv staring at a Aorner of the Aeilingv 
then sighs and rolls onto her sidev Alosing her eyes.
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xhe outer ring of HalifaY is not a forbidden plaAev but it lies empty 
most of the time anywayv only oAAupied by soldiers guarding the 
fenAes and a handful of farmers willing to AultiSate in all that unC
inhabited spaAe.  cheepv goatsv and deer wander through the area 
gra’ing on the grass growing through all the AraAks in the asphalt and 
Aement.    xhere onAe was a time when the streets and sidewalks of 
the Aity bustled with Aars and peoplev all going eSery whiAh way and 
liSing their liSes.  xheir memories haSe long sinAe fadedv their homes 
and footsteps deSoured by the return of nature.

5dpgo677i777o”pa”sposwdp…otpgpoOtp“oSo4gPfloyggwdp…i Iobert onAe 
saidv leaning against the tall ironClink fenAe that separated the heart 
of the Aity from the deAaying Aorpse the rest of it had beAome.  8aOio
OpssToo9p,…o4pos.bA!oflaotydpo:i777oPflwssoswdw“kotpgpo“aOT

Kelly tried to imagine that world onAe and found herself strugC
gling.  co many people in one plaAev it seems oSerwhelming.  che 
remembers asking her father if that many people liSed where he Aame 
from.  He?d laughed at the 9uestion.  0tpgpoOpgpoyscaPflofltgppocwsswa“o
”pa”spoOtpgpoSobycpoIgacT  che remembers the haunted look in his 
eyesv eSen though he hadn?t stopped smiling.  9a“…pgotaOocy“!oygpo
fltpgpo“aOT

Kelly doesn?t feel trapped in HalifaYv but being AomplaAent with 
one?s plaAe doesn?t e9ual satisfaAtion.  Wt?s a thought that doesn?t 
oAAur to her until she thinks about things like the outer rings and 
the esAort roads.  xhe world is so big and so di“erent from eSerything 
those who Aame before her Aan remember.  Iumors and stories Aome 
rolling in with eSery AaraSan. 

0tpoflgppPotydpoflyAp“oa“ofltpoPty”pPoaIo”pa”spioy“…oSoPOpygoPacpoaIo
fltpcotydpocadp…oPw“bpoSoOyPotpgposyPflTooSofltw“Aofltp!,gpokaw“koPacpOtpgpT

Sotpyg…o;abtpPflpgoPyOoyos.44pgo4p“…oIassaOw“ko.Pow“ofltpoOaa…Poa“o
a.goOy!otpgpio4.floOposaPflowfloyocwspoa.floaIofltpobwfl!TooS,coksy…oOpo…w…“,flo
tydpoy“!ocwsAoOwflto.PT

?a.oby“oysOy!PoIppsop!pPoa“o!a.oa.flofltpgpYo
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Kelly stares into the Bre at the Aenter of their little AirAle as Nalton 
Ahatters away about his own AaraSan storiesv but none of them inSolSe fae 
so she only half pays attention.  Lass and the othersv howeServ are eating 
it up.  Lassandra had Aome knoAking at her door that afternoonv inSiting 
her out to the park with some of their sAhool friends to spend time with 
the AaraSan and get the latest gossip.  xhe only thing more interesting 
than what is going on in your own Aity is what is happening somewhere 
else.

JKellyTG  Lass nudges her shoulder with her own.
Kelly blinks and looks baAk to her.  JOhatTG
Nalton sAo“s and leans forward to rest his elbow on his leg.  Jqot 

impressed with what W?Se got to sayTG
Wt would be a lie to say she was Aompletely unimpressedv but she is 

not about to admit that to a braggart like Nalton.  Mesidesv it?s not what 
tp has done that she enSies or admiresv but the faAt that he gets to do it 
at all.  xo walk those empty roadsv to see the rolling hills and forests with 
her own eyes.  xo touAh the personCshaped trees:

Kelly shrugs.  JW meanv same shitv di“erent Aityv rightTG
Nalton AhuAkles at that.  J—kayv try this one on for si’e.G  He ,eYes 

his hands so his knuAkles AraAkv then sits baAk.  J8ew months agov on my 
Brst run through the Oildv W saw a human and a faerie togetherv and the 
human wasn?t faeCtouAhed.G

Lass and one of the other girls gasp at thatv but Kelly only s9uints.
Nalton nods.  Jz real bonaBde trystv kids.  z woman sneaking o“ in 

the dead of night to meet her faerie loSer.G
JHow do you know thatTG Kelly asksv her tone sharp.
Nalton?s smile drops slightly at that.  JFou Aan -ust tell when you see 

it.G
Nalton Aontinues telling his storyv but Kelly?s ga’e drifts baAk to 

the Brev losing the thread in her own thoughts.  xhe warm orange glow 
entranAes her for a moment before she begins to see images imprinted 
in the ,ames.  che imagines the kind of woman who would do suAh a 
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thingv ,ee the safe world she knows for the dangers of a loSer who 
Aould take her lifev BguratiSely and literallyv at any moment.  xhe 
trust she has to haSe for that faerie.  xhe woman in her mind?s eye 
runs through the embers and into the arms of a tallv beautiful man.  
8or all the disdain humans haSe for the faev anyone who has seen one 
always waYes poetiA about their beauty.  xhen Kelly thinks of the 
world that woman and her paramour get to seev all the Salleysv with 
their rainbow ,owersv and riSers of Ahurning watersv Aut through 
with Bsh whose sAales AatAh the light of the sun and Areate white 
shimmers in the Aurrents.  xhe inky blaAk of the northern sea.  zll 
that Aame before themv all that would remain after.  zll the fae haSe 
done with the world they worked so hard to take baAk.

Kelly feels her heartbeat 9uiAken at the Sery notion and balls 
her hands into loose Bsts.  Her skin itAhes at the idea of dipping her 
hands into the oAean water and pressing her Bngers to her lips.  che 
almost tastes the salt.

Kelly stands up abruptlyv her aAtions Autting Nalton o“ in the 
middle of his sentenAe.  Lass looks up at herv her brows furrowing 
slightly.  JKellyT  Fou okayTG

JW?m going to take a walkvG Kelly repliesv already stepping away.
JNon?t you want to hear the end of my storyTG Nalton asks.
JIainAheAkvG Kelly saysv then breaks into a -og.
che makes her way to the edge of the Aityv where fenAes haSe been 

built in any open spaAe. xhiAk iron AhainClink has been hammered 
and drilled into the walls of any buildings that help make the perimeC
terv enAasing the Aore of the Aity in a proteAtiSe barrier that few who 
liSe inside eSer seev let alone pass through.

Kelly Aomes up to the AhainClink fenAe and leans against it as she 
looks out at the abandoned landsAapev not too unlike her father the Brst 
time he brought her here.  z few hearty weeds are growing between the 
AraAks of unmanaged roads and sidewalksv ,owers blooming here and 
there.  Wn the distanAe is a pile of wiltedv Arumpled petalsv torn from the 
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ground and left for dead.  Kelly reAalls a superstition as her ga’e settles 
on them.  9tp“ofiaOpgPo4saacoflaaoc.btiofltpoIypoygpo…gyOw“kobsaPpgT

xhe Aity still looks largely like a plaAe people Aould liSe.  ”aybe 
not wellv but still.  Kelly watAhes the empty spaAe past the fenAe for a 
few moments before moSement AatAhes her eye.  Her head whips in its 
direAtionv but she only AatAhes a glimpse of blaAk before it?s Aompletely 
gone.  che s9uintsv staring into the emptiness where she swears she saw 
it.  JNaltonTG  z pause.  JLassTG

z patrolwoman appears in the empty spaAev waSing as she AatAhes 
sight of Kelly.

JHey therev KellyvG the woman saysv -ogging the distanAe between 
them to AatAh up to her.  JHaSing a walkT  ;ittle unusual for you to be 
out this farv isn?t itTG

Kelly nodsv trying to will herself to relaY.  che doesn?t remember this 
woman?s namev but her faAe is familiar.  Her father probably introduAed 
them at one point.  JFeah.G  che Aonsiders telling her about the glimpse.  
Jjust thinkingv you knowTG

che nods baAk.  JOell be Aarefulv okayT  Fou heard about that enC
thralled we had the other dayv rightTG

Kelly shrugs.  JFeah.  Wt?s okayv W was -ust leaSing.G
xhe woman o“ers a small salute.  JHappy trails.G
8rustrated and slightly unnerSedv Kelly walks o“ 9uiAklyv glanAing 

baAk oSer her shoulder onAe she is a few feet away.  xhe soldier has moSed 
onv walking down the length of the fenAev AheAking it periodiAally.  ”ost 
of her attention remains on the swath of Aity beyondv though.  Kelly 
waits for her to disappear down a side streetv following a buildingv then 
approaAhes the fenAe again.  che sAans the length of the Aity she Aan see 
againv but all is still and 9uiet.  qot eSen the wind moSes.

choes sArape against the asphalt as someone approaAhesv but Kelly 
doesn?t turn to see who it is.

JFou walked out in the middle of my storyvG Nalton says as he Aomes 
to stand beside herv following her ga’e.  Jqot a fanTG
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JW?m not in the mood right nowv NaltonvG Kelly says ,atlyv turning 
to leaSe.

Nalton?s hand shoots out and snatAhes her by the wristv making her 
free’e.  JOait.G

Kelly yanks her arm out of his grip and turns to glare at him.  
J9tyfl<G

JOhat?s going on in that head of yoursv girlTG Nalton asksv an odd 
softness to his SoiAe.

Jqone of your businessvG Kelly snapsv turning to leaSe again.  che 
makes it a few steps before stoppingv sighingv and turning to faAe him.  
J”aybe the world -ust feels too small lately.G

Nalton o“ers one soft AhuAkle at that.  JFeahv W felt the same way.  
xhat?s why W?m here now.G

Kelly watAhes him for a long momentv debating if she wants to ask 
the 9uestion lingering on her lips.  JNid it helpT  Noing thisTG

Nalton nods.  JWt didv yeahvG he replies.  JW don?t talk about it around 
the old hats beAause they get a little weird about itv but…G  He turns his 
attention baAk out to the Aityv looking down the main road.  JWt?s really 
beautiful out there.G

Kelly?s ga’e follows his and her shoulder sink slightly as she relaYes.  
JW want to see itvG she admits.

JFou willvG Nalton says.  JFour friend said you want to be on an 
esAort team.  Fou seem like a good Bt for it.  Fou?ll do good.G

Kelly sAo“s and tries to keep a grin from forming on her faAev but 
fails.  che looks awayv waSing a hand as if to dismiss his words as she starts 
walking away.  J8lattery will get you nowherev Nalton.G

xhe young man laughs at that and turns to follow her.
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"rccpwmk—r,wkwekDlw”DwierwKrDrukcwl”urBi”dDwdswierwrDiukDBrzwmerurwierw

EgDypkulwfk,iruG,wi”Dpw,erlwdswkwedg,rw”,w,”igkirljww’rkuwcddy,wmerurw,erw
.d”Di,zwrku,w.ruyrlwg.wc”yrwerwrv.rBi,w,dfrie”DKwidwIrwierurjww“YwK”—rw”iwkccw
idw!urKjwwFrwOKgur,wdgiwmedwBkDwfkyrwg,rwdsw”ijwwUdgclDGiwIrw,gu.u”,rlw
”swierw,dcl”ru,wrDlwg.wm”iewie”,wsupruwmerDwYGfwldDrwm”iew”ijb

xkcidDwBegBycr,wgDlruwe”,wIurkiewk,werwklEg,i,we”,wKu”.wdDwierwk..c”P
kDBrwkKk”Djww“HdgGurwiddwKddlwsduwFkc”skvjb

“Uekiwl”lwYwirccwpdgwkIdgiwCkiirupnbww"rccpw.kg,r,wk,wkwKc”f.,rwdsw
,dfrie”DKwurlw”Dwkw.”crwdsw,Buk.wfrikcwBkiBer,weruwrprjww’rkuwiudi,wkwsrmw
,ir.,wkerklwIrsdurw,id..”DKwe”f,rcswkDlwcddy”DKwIkBywkiweruj

xkcidDwBdfr,wg.widweruw,”lrwkDlwiu”r,widwsdccdmweruwKkArjww“Uekiw”,w
”inb

"rccpwk..udkBer,wierw.”crwkDlw.cgBy,wierwurlwBpc”Dlruwsudfwierw,Buk.w
frikczwiguD”DKw”iw,cdmcpwidw”D,.rBiw”ijwwMiikBerlwidwdDrwrDlw”,wkwie”Dwfrikcw
igIrwm”iewkwiu”KKrujww“MwIcdmiduBezwYwie”Dyjb

xkcidDwcrkD,w”DwidwKriwkwIriiruwcddywkiw”ijww“UdmzwlrOD”ircpwldDGiw,rrw
ied,rwr—ruplkpjwwxdwpdgwie”Dyw”iw,i”ccwmduy,nb

’rkuwkiirf.i,widw,D”TwierwiduBezwIgiw”iG,werclwiddwe”Kezw,dw”D,irklwerw
,”i,wkDlwmkiBer,zwerklwi”cirlw,c”Keicpj

"rccpwIu”DK,wierwIcdmiduBewBcd,rwidweruwrkuwkDlw,ekyr,w”izwsudmD”DKw
k,w,erwc”,irD,jww“xdr,DGiw,dgDlwc”yrw”iwek,wkDpie”DKw”D,”lrjb

“xkfDzbwxkcidDwfgiiru,jww“UdgclG—rwcd—rlwidwek—rw,rrDw”iw”DwkBi”dDzw
pdgwyDdmnwwJpwlklw,kp,wIcdmiduBer,wek—rwIcgrwCkfr,jb
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"rccpwKu”D,wkiwiekizwedcl”DKwierwiduBewkmkpwsudfweruw,c”Keicpjww“qew
prkenwwMurwpdgwkwI”iwdswkwOurP,ikuiruzw;grIrBwIdpnb

-erDwierwIcdmiduBewudku,widwc”srw”DweruwekDlzw.udlgB”DKwkwcdDKwIcgrw
Ckfrwm”iewkwKdclrDwBdurzwOcc”DKwierwk”uwm”iew”i,we”,,jww"rccpwprc.,wkDlwlud.,w
”izwEruy”DKweruwsddiwIkBywk,w”iwe”i,wierwKudgDljwwxkcidDwcguBer,wIkByzwDrkucpw
lud..”DKwierwk”uwsupruw”Dwierw.udBr,,jwwUerDwierwiduBewckDl,zwierwCkfrw
,DgT,wdgij

"rccpw,ikur,wldmDwkiw”izwierDwkiw’rkuzwmedw”,wdDwe”,wsrriwkKk”DwkDlw
cddy”DKwkiwierwskccrDwiddcjwwSerwcddy,wkiwxkcidDzwmedwek,wierw,kfrwBdDP
sg,rlwrv.ur,,”dDwk,werujww-er”uwrpr,wfrriwkDlwIdiewurfk”DwsudArDwsduwkw
fdfrDiwIrsdurwxkcidDwirDiki”—rcpw,kp,zw“Hdgw,k”lw”iwmk,wrf.ipjb

“Yiw,dgDlrlwrf.ipzbw"rccpw,kp,zwcddy”DKwldmDwkiwierwiduBewkKk”Djww
SerwurkBer,wldmDwm”iewierw”DirDi”dDwdsw.”By”DKw”iwg.zw.kg,”DKwkwfdfrDiw
”Dwer,”iki”dDwIrsdurwiky”DKw”iw”DidweruwekDlwkDlw,eky”DKw”iwkKk”Djw wRdiw
kw,”DKcrw,cd,ewidw”Dl”BkirwierurG,wkDpwcrsid—ruwsgrcw”Dw”ijw wYiG,wBdf.crircpw
,.rDijww“Yiwiswrf.ipjbww’rkuwme”f.ru,wkDlw.km,wkiwierwKudgDlwDru—dg,cpjww
“YiG,wdykpzwIdpzbw"rccpw,kp,zwiup”DKwidw,dgDlw,ddie”DKzwiedgKewmerieruwduw
Ddiw”iG,wsduw’rkuw”,wg.widw”Diru.uriki”dDjww“YGfwEg,iwKd”DKwidwK”—rwie”,widwierw
pkulwyrr.ruzwdykpnwwxdDGiwmkDiwkDpdDrwidwIguDwierf,rc—r,jb

“Uk”iWbwwxkcidDwcrkD,wierwk”uwsupruwfdurwkKk”D,iwdDrwkufjww“-upwidw
ldw”iwkKk”Djb

"rccpwDkuudm,weruwrpr,wkiwe”fzwKu”..”DKwierwiduBewi”KeiruwEg,iwkwc”iicrjww
“Uepnb

xkcidDw,eugK,jww“JkpIrw”iGccwc”KeiwkKk”Djb
“YiG,wrf.ipzbw"rccpwBdgDiru,j
“Hdgw,k”lwiekiwierwOu,iwi”frwiddzbwxkcidDwdTru,w”DwurIgiikcj
"rccpw,”Ke,wkDlwcddy,wkiwierwiduBezwklEg,i”DKw”iw”DweruwekDlw,dw,erwBkDw

.g,ew”Dwierwiu”KKrujwwRdie”DKwek..rD,jww“Srrnb
U”iewkwC”ByruwkDlwkwe”,,wierwiduBewBdfr,widwc”srwkKk”Dzw”i,wcdDKwie”Dw

CkfrwurkBe”DKwdgiwkcfd,iwimdw”DBer,jww"rccpwKk,.,w,eku.cpwkDlw.gcc,weruw
ODKruwdTwierwiu”KKruwkDlwierwCkfrwl”r,jwwFruwekDlwsrrc,w,iukDKrwkKk”D,iw
ierwfrikczwk,w”sw”iwBdDik”D,wkwBekuKrj
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MBud,,wsudfweruwkwm”lrw,f”crw,.urkl,wkBud,,wxkcidDG,wskBrjw w“qew
BdfrwdDzwmrwKdiwidwyrr.w”ijb

"rccpwKckur,wkiwe”fwkDlwikyr,wierwiduBew”DweruwdieruwekDljw w“Hdgw
f”KeiwIrwerurwdDwkwc”iicrw—kBki”dDzwIgiwYwc”—rwerurzwkDlw”swmrwldw,dfrie”DKw
,ig.”lwm”iewie”,wIwm”ccwIrwierwdDrw”DwiudgIcrwsduw”ijbwwSerwIrK”D,widwmkcyw
kmkpzw’rkuwediwdDweruwerrc,jww“YiG,wKd”DKwidw!urKG,jb

xkcidDwKudkD,zwIgiwsdccdm,wksiruw,erG,wkwsrmw,ir.,wkmkpjww“-ekiw’urDiw
Kgpwmk,wu”KeiwkIdgiwpdgjwwFrw,k”lwpdgwkcmkp,wek—rwkw,i”Bywg.wpdguwk,,jb

“Hrkewmrccw’urDiG,wkwI”iBezbw"rccpwuridui,zw.”By”DKwg.weruw.kBrjww
Rr”ieruwdswierfw,kpwkDpie”DKwrc,rwk,wierpwmkcywidwierw,erljwwqDBrwierurzw
"rccpwyDdBy,wdDwierwldduwkDlwik.,weruwsddizwmk”i”DKwsduwe”fwidwd.rDw”ij

“Hr,nw w…”Dlw,dfrie”DKwpdgwmkDinbwierwpkulwfk,iruwk,y,wk,werwk.P
.rku,wsudfwIre”Dlwierwsklrlzw,BukiBerlPg.wlddujww>.dDw,rr”DKw"rccpG,w
skBrzwe”,wdmDwIu”KeirD,wkDlwkw,f”crwBud,,r,we”,wsrkigur,jwwF”,wKkArwC”Byru,w
idwxkcidDwIu”rCpzwierDwIkBywidwerujww“qezw"rccp?ww…”DlwkDdieruwk”uwsupruzw
egenb

“Urcczwpr,zbw"rccpwur.c”r,zwedcl”DKwg.wierwIcdmiduBejww“’gizwkBigkccpzw
Ywie”DywYwsdgDlw,dfrie”DKwlkDKrudg,widdjb

!urKwuk”,r,wdDrwIudmw,c”KeicpwkDlwikyr,wierwiduBewsudfweruzwK”—”DKw
”iwkw,cdmwdDBrPd—rujw w“qezwier,rwkurDGiwlkDKrudg,jw w-erpwldDGiwmduyw
kDpfdurjb

“Urccwie”,wdDrzwgezwiguDrlwdDzbw"rccpwfgiiru,j
“-m”BrzbwxkcidDwkll,j
“qejbw w-erwpkulwyrr.ruwK”—r,wierwIcdmiduBewkDdieruwcddyzwfgBew

fdurwBu”i”Bkcwie”,wi”frjww“Hdgw,gurnwwYwek—rDGiw,rrDwkwmduy”DKwiduBew”Dzw
Kd,ezwfg,iwIrwimrDipwprku,wDdmjb

"rccpwDdl,jww“Yiw,dgDl,wrf.ipzwIgiwfkpIrw”iG,wKdiwkwc”iicrwI”iw”Dw”ijbww
Serw,eugK,jww“MDpmkpzwEg,iw,rrfrlwIriiruwidwK”—rw”iwidwpdgjb

“UrcczwYGccw.giw”iwk,”lrwsduw,ksryrr.”DKzwierDjbwwFrwl”,k..rku,wIu”rCpw
idw.ckBrw”iw,dfrmerurw”D,”lrzwierDwurk..rku,wkiwierwlddujww“…”DlwkDpie”DKw
rc,rnww’r,”lr,wiekiwk”uwsupruzwYwfrkDjwwSdfrie”DKwpdgwmkDiwidwiuklrwsdunbw

"rccpw,ekyr,weruwerkljww“Rd.rzwEg,iwiekijb

40
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!urKwDdl,jw w“Urccw”swpdgwldzwcriwfrwyDdmjw wYGlwIrwek..pwidwKriw
kDdieruwlu”ccwduw,kDlruzwmdgclDGiwr—rDwk,ywpdgwsduwkDpie”DKw”DwuriguDw
”swpdgwIu”DKw”iwIkBywOvrljwwHdgGccwIrwIu”DK”DKwierwsupruwkudgDlwckiruzw
Yw”fkK”Drjb

“Hrkezbw"rccpwur.c”r,zwkcurklpwiguD”DKwIkBywidwxkcidDjww“qDBrw”iG,w
.kiBerlwg.jb

!urKwDdl,wkDlwl”,k..rku,wIkByw”D,”lrzwBcd,”DKwierwldduwIre”Dlw
e”f,rcsj

"rccpwIrK”D,wmkcy”DKwidmkulwierwrDiukDBrwkDlwxkcidDwsdccdm,jww
“UekizwmrGurwDdiwKd”DKwidwcddywsduwfdurnb

“qDrw.udErBiw”,wrDdgKezbw"rccpwur.c”r,zwDdiwcddy”DKwIkBywkiwe”fjww
@kuiwdsweruwldr,wmkDiwidwKdwIkByzwmkDi,widw,rkuBewierw,Buk.wsduw
kDdieruwie”DKwc”yrwierwiduBezwIgiwDdiwmerDwxkcidDw”,wm”iewerujw wYiw
urkccpwdidw,rrfwrf.ipzwmepwmdgclw”iwBkiBewOurn

“AkDwYwmkiBewpdgwmduywdDw”inbwxkcidDwk,y,zwEdKK”DKwkwsrmw,ir.,w
,dwerGlwIrwkiweruw,”lrj

"rccpwKckDBr,wkiwe”fzwierDwIkBywidwierwudkljw w“xdDGiwpdgwek—rw
c”yrzwc”irukccpwkDpwmduywidwldnb

“YiG,wkwur,iwlkpzbwxkcidDw,kp,jww“Uepwldwpdgwie”DywYGfwdgiwerurw
m”iewpdgnb

“Hrkewmepwarewpdgwdgiwerurwm”iewfrnbw"rccpwk,y,jw w“UepwDdiw
ekDKwdgiwm”iewBrDDkwduw’urDinb

“HdgGurwfdurw”Dirur,i”DKwiekDwierfzbwxkcidDwkD,mru,w,”f.cpj
"rccpw,Ddui,jww“YwfrkDzwpr,zwIgiwYG—rwDdiwrvkBicpwIrrDwD”Brwidwpdgjb
xkcidDwKu”D,jww“JkpIrwiekiwEg,iwfkyr,wpdgwfdurw”Dirur,i”DKjb
"rccpwudcc,weruwrpr,jww“HdgwldDGiwK”—rwg.zwldwpdgnb
xkcidDwBegBycr,zwIgiwdTru,wDdwur,.dD,rj

41



LINN FOSTER

UerDw"rccpwuriguD,wedfrWw,kD,wxkcidDwIgiw.cg,wdDrwk”uwsupruWw,erw
rv.rBi,w’rkuwidwsdccdmweruw”D,”lrzwIgiwerwldr,DGijw wYD,irklzwierwfkckP
fgirw,id.,wkwsrmwsrriwkmkpwkDlw,ikur,wkiwerujwwF”,wik”cwldr,DGiwr—rDwmkKj

“Hdgw,gurzwIglnbw"rccpwk,y,zwdDrwekDlwedcl”DKwierwk.kuifrDiw
Bdf.crvG,wldduwd.rDwme”crwierwdieruw.ur,,r,wierwIgcypwk..c”kDBrwidweruw
Ber,ij

’rkuw,”i,wldmDwkDlwBdDi”Dgr,widw,ikurj
"rccpwDkuudm,weruwrpr,wkiwe”fw,c”KeicpzwierDw,eugK,jww“Sg”iwpdgu,rcsjb
qDBrwIkByw”D,”lrzw,erwKdr,widweruwuddfwkDlw,ri,wierwsupruwIr,”lrweruw

Iddy,ercszwK”—”DKw”iwkwdDBrPd—ruwk,w,erwugD,weruwODKruwd—ruwierwfkDgkc,w
iekiwc”Drw”izwmdDlru”DKw”szwIpwBekDBrzw,erwek,wdDrwdDwIcdmiduBer,jwwSerw
ODl,wDdie”DKwkf”l,iwierwBkuwkDlwk..c”kDBrwfkDgkc,zwiedgKezwkDlw.gcc,w
dgiwdDrwsduwkw,”f”ckuwIukDlwdswk”uwsupruj

SerG,wkfk,,rlwCg”irwkwsrmwfkDgkc,wsduw—re”Bcr,wkDlwckuKrwfkBe”Drupw
IpwDdmwkDlwurklwDrkucpwkccwdswierfjww-erwc”Iuku”kD,wkDlw!urKzwkfg,rlw
Ipwedmw”D—r,irlw,erw”,w”Dwierw,gIErBizwcriweruwyrr.wierwIddy,zw,dfri”fr,w
ODl”DKwierfwsduweruwkDlwK”—”DKwierfwidweruwierwDrviwi”frw,erw—”,”i,jww
No one else is interested in learning about cars anymore,wierpw,kpjwwSave 
that old junk master.

!urKw”,zw”DwskBizwCg”irwkwskDwdswBku,jwwFrwdsirDwc”yr,widwckfrDiwedmw
g,rcr,,wier,rw“Irkgi”sgcwie”DK,bwek—rwIrBdfrjwwI had quite a pretty one 
myself, back in the day.  These days I bet she’d be a real classic.  2009 
Dodge Challenger.

-erpwsdgDlwkwAekccrDKruw”DwierwEgDypkulwdDBrwkDlwierwfk,iruw
d.rDrlwierweddlwkDlw,edmrlw"rccpwierw”DDruwmduy”DK,wdswierwrDK”Drzw
me”Bew”ffrl”kircpwsk,B”Dkirlweruj

>DkIcrwidwlu”—rwdDrzw,erGlwBdD,dcrlweru,rcswIpwurkl”DKwkIdgiwierfw
kDlw”D,.rBi”DKwier”uwrDK”Dr,jwwYou know that’s a lot of useless information 
to have,weruwskieruwyr.iw,kp”DKjw"rccpwc”yr,widwcrkuDw”iwkDpmkpDwBku,wmrurw
kw.kuiwdswe”,idupzw,dfrie”DKw,dw”f.duikDiwidwierwmduclwkDlwDdmwKdDrjww
-er”uwIdl”r,wckpw,iurmDwkIdgiwierwmduclzw,ru—”DKwk,w,idukKrwduwEgDKcrw
Kpf,wsduwierwBe”clurDzw.ckBr,widwe”lrwkDlw,crr.wduwek—rwBckDlr,i”DrwfrriP

42



IRON SPIRIT (SAMPLE)

”DK,jw wJkDpwKriwur.gu.d,rlwIgiw,dwfkDpwrv”,iwiekiw”iG,w,i”ccwrk,pwidw
BekDBrwg.dDwier”uwug,i”DKw,yrcridD,j

M,wg,gkcz w"rccpwfkyr,wl”DDruw,dw”iG,wurklpwmerDweruwlklwKri,w
edfrjwwUerDwierpwOD”,ewg.zw"rccpwikyr,wierwl”,er,wkDlw,ri,wierfw”Didw
ierw,”Dyjww“Hdgwf”Dlw”swYwKdwdgiwsduwkwc”iicrwI”inb

EdIruiwKckDBr,wdgiwierwy”iBerDwm”Dldmwm”iewkwf”clwsudmDjww
“UerurwkurwpdgwKd”DKnb

“Ak,,G,zbw"rccpwur.c”r,zwDdiwskB”DKwe”fw,dwerwBkDGiw,rrwierwi”KeiP
Dr,,w”DweruwEkmwk,w,erwc”r,j

RdDrwierwm”,ruzwEdIruiwDdl,jw w“’u”DKwkwyD”srwm”iewpdgzwkDlw”sw
’rkuw”,wierurwek—rwe”fwmkcywm”iewpdgjwwYiGccw.udIkIcpwIrwlkuywIpwierw
i”frwpdgwBdfrwedfrjb

"rccpwCg”Bycpwl”,k..rku,w”DidweruwuddfwidwKukIwkwedc,irurlwyD”srw
kDlw,iuk.w”iwidweruwie”KejwwSerwik.,weruw.dByriwidwfkyrw,gurweruw.edDrw
”,w,i”ccwierurwkDlwiudi,wdgiwdsweruwuddfwsduwierwsudDiwlddujww“’rwIkByw
ckiru?b

“’rw,ksrzbwEdIruiw,kp,wd—ruwierwugDD”DKwmkiruw”Dwierwy”iBerDwk,w
erw,ikui,wmk,e”DKwierwl”,er,j

qgi,”lrzw’rkuw”,wDdmerurwidwIrwsdgDljww"rccpwmkcy,wierw.ru”friruw
dswierwIg”cl”DKzwIgiwldr,DGiw,rrwe”fjwwSerw.kg,r,wIpwierwBdf.crvwldduzw
KckDB”DKwIrimrrDwierwudklwkDlwierwIg”cl”DKwkwsrmwi”fr,wIrsdurwODkccpw
,eugKK”DKwkDlwerkl”DKwkmkpjwwSerGccwIrwODrzw,erwldr,DGiwDrrlweruwldKj

"rccpwKdr,wmkcy”DKwieudgKewierwB”ipzw,ikui”DKw”DweruwDr”KeIduP
eddlwkDlwKuklgkccpwlu”si”DKwdgiwskuieruwk,w,erwBdf.crir,wkwB”uBcrw
kudgDlwierwk.kuifrDiwBdf.crvjw wSerwBdDirf.ckir,wierwB”ipwk,w,erw
mkcy,zwkDlwierw.rd.crw”D,”lrw”ijwwMccwier,rwc”—r,zw,ksrwduw”DwlkDKruwkiwkDpw
fdfrDizwlr.rDl”DKwdDwierw,rBgu”ipwdswierw”udDwsrDBr,jwwSerwie”Dy,wdsw
ierwskufru,wmedwlkurwidwc”—rwdDwierwdieruw,”lrwdsweru,zwmerurwierwsrDBrw
kudgDlwier”uwOrcl,wkDlw.k,igur,w”,wfgBewmrkyruwkDlwfdurw.udDrwidw
kiikBy,jww-erpwu”,ywierwskrwr—rupw,”DKcrwlkpwsduwierw,kyrwdswierw.rd.crjww
SdfrwBdD,”lrurlwierfwsddc”,ewsduw”iwIgiwr—rupdDrw,i”ccwkBBr.irlwier”uw
merkiwkDlw.udlgBrwkDpmkpjww"rccpwsudmD,wkiwierwiedgKeij
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-erwskuieruw,erwmkcy,zwierwlkuyruw”iwKri,zwkDlwIpwierwi”frwierw,gDwek,w
,riwBdf.crircpzw,erG,wfklrw”iwidwierwDr”KeIdueddlwAk,,kDlukwc”—r,w”Dzwierw
.ckBrw,erw,k”lw,erwmk,wKd”DKjwwSerw,id.,wkBud,,wierw,iurriwsudfweruwsu”rDlG,w
sudDiwldduzw,iku”DKwkiw”ij

…”Dkccpzw"rccpwgDBc”.,wierwedc,iruwidweruwyD”srwkDlwiguD,wkudgDlzw
yrr.”DKwkDwrprwdgiwk,w,erw,ikui,wldmDwierw.kiewIkBywedfrjwwN—rDwlrr.w”Dw
ierwB”ipzwmerurwierpwkurw,g..d,rlwidwIrw,ksrzw.rd.crwldDGiwc”yrwidwIrwdgiwkiw
D”KeizwkDlwierwrf.ipw,iurri,wurCrBiwiekijwwSdfrie”DKwkIdgiwierwlkuyDr,,w
BdD—”DBr,w.rd.crwiekiwierwskrwkurwBcd,ruzwe”l”DKw”Dwierw,ekldm,jwwN—rDwie”,w
lrr.w”D,”lrwierw,g.ru,i”i”dDwur”KD,j

Serw,BkD,wierwlkuyDr,,wsduwkDpw,”KDwdswfd—rfrDiwkDlw,ikuicr,wmerDw
,erw,rr,wkwme”irwkDlwIckByw,ek.rwIdgDl”DKwsduwerujww-erwBurkigurwIkuy,wk,w
”iwKri,wBcd,rujwwSerwurckvr,wkwc”iicrzwIgiwDdiwsgccpjww“’rku?wwMurwpdgwiup”DKwidw
,Bkurwfrwidwlrkienb

’rkuwIkuy,wcdglruwkDlwfdurwsukDi”Bkccpwk,werwKri,wBcd,ruzwed..”DKw
IkBywkDlwsduiejww"rccpwirD,r,wg.wkKk”DzwKu”..”DKweruwyD”srwi”Keiruwk,w,erw
cddy,w.k,iwe”fw”Didwierwlkuyjww“Uekiw”,w”inb

’rkuwIkuy,wkKk”DwkDlwKukI,wkiweruwErkD,wm”iewe”,wirriezwigKK”DKwdDwerujww
Serwer,”ikir,zwIgiwerwigK,wekulrujwwFrG,wkw,fkuiwldKDw,dfrie”DKwfg,iwIrw
mudDKw,dfrmerurwkDlwerwBkfrwcddy”DKwsduwerc.j

Yiwsrrc,wsddcekulpwidwugDw”DidwierwgDyDdmDwm”iewEg,iwkwyD”srwkDlwkw
ldKzwIgiw"rccpwldr,jww’rkuwek,wDr—ruwkBirlwc”yrwie”,zw,dw,erwBdgclDGiwerc.w
Igiwsrrcw”iwfg,iwIrw,dfrie”DKw,ru”dg,jwwYsw,erwukDwkccwierwmkpwIkBywedfrw
idwKriweruwlklzwduwiu”rlwidwODlwkw.kiudczw”iwf”KeiwIrwiddwckirjwwSerwDrrl,widw
,rrwmekiw”,wmudDKwsduweru,rcswkDlwk,,r,,wierw,”igki”dDzwc”yrw,erwmk,wiuk”Drlw
idwldj

’rkuwugD,wEg,iwsk,iwrDdgKewidw,ikpwkerklwdsweruzwIgiwDdiwcd,rwerujww-erw
imdwIckArwldmDwierw,iurri,wdswFkc”skvzwkmkpwsudfwierwB”ipwBrDiruwkDlwdgiw
.k,iwierwskuwDr”KeIdueddl,jww"rccpwIrK”D,widwmduupjwwFdmwskuwkmkpw”,wie”,nww
Uerurw”,w’rkuwiky”DKwerunwwYDwierwIkBywdsweruwf”Dlzw,erwsrrc,wc”yrw,erwDrrl,w
idwiguDwIkByzwIgiw,erwyDdm,w’rkujwwFrG,wkcmkp,wIrrDwierurwsduweruzwkcmkp,w
erc.rlw.udirBiwerujwwFrwmdgclDGiwcrklweruw”DidwlkDKruj
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’rkuwcddy,wIkBywidwfkyrw,gurw,erG,w,i”ccwsdccdm”DKjww-erpwldDGiw,cdmw
ldmDwgDi”cw"rccpw,rr,wierwsrDBrwkiwierwB”ipG,wrlKrwsdufw”DwierwlkuyDr,,jww
Fruw,id.w”,DGiw,gllrDzwIgiw”Dwieurrw,ir.,w,erG,w,i”cczwIudm,wyD”ii”DKw
idKrieruwk,w,erwKckDBr,wIrimrrDweruwldKwkDlwierwsrDBrjww-erurw”,wkwm”lrw
Kk,ew”DwierwBek”Dwc”Dy,zwI”KwrDdgKewsduwkw.ru,dDwidw,ir.wieudgKewrk,”cpj

“’rkunbw,erwk,y,w”Dwkweku,ewme”,.ruzweruw—d”Brwmk—ru”DKw,c”Keicpj
’rkuwIkuy,wkDlwigK,wkiweruwErkD,wkKk”Dj
"rccpw,ekyr,weruwerkljww“YwBkDGizw”iG,wDdiw,ksrwdgiwierurjwwUrwDrrlwidw

mkuDw,dfrdDrwiekiwierwsrDBrw”,wIudyrDjwwqDcpw,dcl”ru,wKdwIrpdDlwierw
Idulrujbw

’rkuwIkuy,wm”iewfdurwguKrDBpwkDlw.gcc,wdDweruwekulruzwDrkucpw
lukKK”DKweruwdTweruwsrrijwwSerwe”,,r,w”Dw.udir,iwkDlw.g,er,we”fwdTzwIgiw
erwEg,iwme”.,wkudgDlweruwkDlwIrK”D,wg,”DKwe”,werklwidw.g,eweruwsdumkulj

“qykp?wqykpjbw wFruw—d”Brw”,wcdglruwie”,wi”frwk,w,erwirDiki”—rcpw
IrK”D,widw,ir.wsdumkulzwedcl”DKweruwyD”srwkiwierwurklpjwwI trust him. I’m 
supposed to trust him. He wouldn’t lead me into harm. 

"rccpwikyr,wkwlrr.wIurkiejwwScdmcpzwBkursgccpzwkDlwm”ieweruwldKwdDw
eruwerrc,zw,erwmkcy,wieudgKewierwd.rDwedcrwidw”D—r,i”KkirjwwqDBrwierpGurw
dDwierwdieruw,”lrzw’rkuwIrK”D,wcrkl”DKweruw”DidwierwdgiruwB”ipjw w-erw
skuieruwierpwKriwsudfwierwsrDBrzwierwfdurw,erwsrrc,wkwud”c”DKw”DweruwBer,izw
ierwfdurweruwrpr,wlkuiwsudfw.ckBrwidw.ckBrzwsukDi”Bkccpw,rkuBe”DKwsduwierw
rDieukccrlw,erw”,w,gurwkurwc”DKru”DKwdgiwerurzwmk”i”DKwidw,iu”yrjww“’rkuzw
merurwkurwmrwKd”DKnb

’rkuwyrr.,wfd—”DKzwldr,DGiwcddywIkByjww-erpw.k,,wIg”cl”DK,zwkDlw
r—rDigkccpwedg,r,zwkDlwmerDw"rccpwcddy,wIkByzwierwsrDBrw”,wDdmerurw”Dw
,”Keijww-erpG—rwiuk—rcrlwskuzwDrkucpwidwierwU”cljww“’rkuzwmrwDrrlwidwKdw
IkByjww-e”,w”,widdwskujb

MKk”DwierwldKw”KDdur,weruzwiudii”DKwsdumkulj
-urr,wIrK”DwidwsdufwdgiwdswierwlkuyDr,,wkDlw"rccpwsurrAr,zwrpr,w

,BkDD”DKwierw,guudgDl”DK,jww-e”,w”,wkwDr”KeIdueddljww-erpGurwfky”DKw
ier”uwmkpwidmkulwierwrlKrwdswierwB”ipjwwM,w’rkuw.k,,r,wdDrwdswierwiurr,zw
erw,id.,j
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"rccpG,wrpr,w,BkDwierwkurkjwwSerG,wKu”..”DKweruwyD”srw,dwi”Keicpwiekiweruw
yDgBycr,wkurwiguD”DKwme”irjww“Mcu”Keizw’rkuzbw,erwme”,.ru,zw,i”ccwcddy”DKw
d—ruwierwkurkjww“Uepwl”lwpdgwIu”DKwfrwdgiwerurnwwY,w,dfrdDrweguinb

-erurG,wkwBukBywdswkwIukDBew”DwierwlkuyDr,,wkDlw"rccpG,werklwme”.,w”Dw
iekiwl”urBi”dDzwIgiw,erw,rr,wDdie”DKjwwFruwKkArwlu”si,wIkBywidwmerurw’rkuw
,id..rlj

MwmdfkDw”,wcddy”DKwIkBywkiweruj
"rccpwKk,.,wkDlwEruy,wIkByw”ffrl”kircpzwuk”,”DKweruwyD”srjw w“Sikpw

IkBy?b
-erwmdfkDwfrurcpw,f”cr,wkDlwIrK”D,widwegfw,dsicpjww"rccpwikyr,wkw

,ir.wIkByzwyD”srw,i”ccwuk”,rlzwkDlwikyr,w”Dwierw,iukDKrujwwFruwek”uw”,wIckBywk,w
”DyzweruwBcdier,wgDskf”c”kuzwkwf”vwdsw,mrr.”DKwskIu”B,wkDlwckpru,zw”Diu”Bkirw
m”,.,wdsw,fdyrw,Dky”DKwd—ruwierfjw w-erwegff”DKwKudm,wcdglruwkDlw
"rccpwIc”Dy,zweruwrprc”l,wsrrcwerk—pjw wSerwikyr,wkDdieruw,ir.wIkByzwkDlw
”iwikyr,wfdurwrTduiwiekDw”iw,edgcljw w-erwyD”srwIrK”D,widwsrrcwc”yrwkDw
”f.d,,”Icrwmr”Keiw”DweruwekDlzwkDlwrkBewi”frw,erwBcd,r,weruwrpr,zw,erwsrrc,w
ierwlr,”urwDdiwidwd.rDwierfwkKk”Djww“YGfFwYGfwmkuD”DKwpdgjb

-erwegff”DKwBdDi”Dgr,zwkDlw,gllrDcpw”iwsrrc,wc”yrw"rccpw”,wskcc”DKjww
-erwmedcrwmduclwIrBdfr,w.”iBewIckByzwr—rupie”DKwl”,k..rku”DKwIgiwiekiw
,dsiwegfwsdccdm”DKweruw”Didwierwlkuyj

’rkuwldr,DGiwfkyrwkw,dgDlj
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06
L darkn ers,lkra,owdakraskyKizhtcckKhy.kcSpmSj.kutSSjkitKSgbtck
ftiktjtckKitkcTgSSk“SpctyIkk’ftkp”thckTft-kqvcTkthpvxfkTpkctt.kcTKighxk
v”kKTkKk“tgSghxkTfKTkK””tKickTpkPtk-KytkpHkygiTIkk’p-tphtkgckfv--ghx.k
Kkmp-KhIkk’ftkit-KghckcTgSS.kSgcTthghxIkkDftkfv--ghxkygtckypmhkKhyk
cgSth“tkcTitT“ftckPtTmtthkTft-kHpikKkHtmk-p-thTckPtHpitkTftkmp-Khk
c”tKzcI

A…kzhpmkjpv?itkKmKztIYkkDftit?ckKkcghxBcphxk—vKSgTjkTpkftikWpg“tI
utSSjkp”thckftiktjtckHvSSjkKhykTvihckftikftKykTpmKiyckTftkcpvhyIkk

Dftkmp-KhkgckcgTTghxk-titSjkKkHppTkKmKj.kmKT“fghxkftiIkk’ft?ckyitcctyk
TftkcK-tkKckcftkmKckghkTftkyKizhtcc.kKhykutSSjkitKSgbtckcftkgckghkKkcgSzk
zg-php.kKkSKixtkHpMk”tSTkyiK”tykK“ipcckftikcfpvSytickSgztkKkcfKmS.k
gTckHiphTkStxck“SKc”tykKipvhykftikht“zkKhykTgtykTpxtTftikmgTfkKkityk
igPPphIkk’ftkc-gStckxthTSj.kPvTkutSSjkg--tygKTtSjk”Khg“c.kc“iK-PSghxk
TpkxtTkv”kKhykctKi“fghxkHiKhTg“KSSjkHpikftikzhgHtIkk…T?ckhpmftit.kPvTk
mfthkcftk-KhKxtckTpk”vSSkftikxKbtkKmKjkHip-kTftkmp-Kh.kcftkc”pTckKk
jpvhxk-KhkcgTTghxkPtfghykfti.kfpSyghxkgTkKhykmKT“fghxkftik“KitHvSSj.k
Sgztkcft?ckKkc”ppztykKhg-KSkftk-gxfTkfKWtkTpkcvPyvtI
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utSSjkSppzckPK“zkKTkTftkmp-KhIkkFKhg“kPSghytykftikTpkTftkpPWgpvc.k
PvTkTftkSphxtikcftkSppzckghTpkftikc-gSghxkHK“t.kTftk“StKitiktWtijTfghxk
Pt“p-tcIkk3tiktjtc.kTftkcK-tktjtckTfKTkfKWtkfKvhTtykftikHpikTfgiTtthk
jtKicI

“I’m so sorry…”
’p-tTfghxkctt-ckTpkcfgHT k ghkutSSj?c ktM”itccgph.kPt“KvctkTftk

mp-Kh?ckc-gStkmgythckcSgxfTSjkKhykcftkStKhckHpimKiy.kitcTghxkKkfKhyk
KxKghcTkftikzhttIkk4tc”gTtkftikHtKi.kcftkyptch?TkqtizkPK“z.kTppkcTvhhtyk
PjkTftkitKSgbKTgphI

A3tSSp.kutSSjIY
utSSjkxSKh“tckPtfghykftikPigt5jkKxKghkTpkTftk-Kh.kmfpk-ttTckftik

tjtcIk…T?ck-v“fkfKiytikTpkTtSSkmgTfkTfgckpht.kPvTkTftitkgckcp-tTfghxk
HK-gSgKikKPpvTkfg-kTppIk…T?ckTftkfghTkpHkftikghkfgckPSK“zkfKgikKhykczghk
Tpht.kKkfghTkpHkfg-kghkTftkcfKi”k“fttzPphtckTftjkPpTfkcfKitIkkutSSjk
cmKSSpmckKkSv-”kHpi-ghxkghkftikTfipKTIkkDftk-Kh?cktM”itccgphkitSKMtck
KkSgTTStkKhykftkp6tickTftkTghgtcTkc-gStI

utSSjkHttSckKkmKWtkpHk”Khg“kmKcfkpWtikftikKhykftikmfpStkPpyjk
TthctcIkkA7-8kK-k…kytKy9Y

7ckTftk—vtcTgphkStKWtckftikSg”c.kftikKhMgtTjkc”gztckKTkTftkWtijk
TfpvxfTIkkDfKTkfKckTpkPtkTftkKhcmti.kTfpvxf.kigxfT9kk’ftk-vcTkPtkytKyI

A’fff.kcfffIYk kDftkmp-Kh?ckTphtkgckcppTfghxkKhykxthTStIk k’ftk
cfgHTckTpkTKztkutSSj?ckfKhyckghkftic.kftikxig”k:i-kKckcftkSK“tckTftgik
:hxtickTpxtTftiIkkutSSjkqtizckPK“zkHip-kftikTpv“fkTfgckTg-t.kPvTkTftk
mp-Khkyptch?TkStTkxp.k”vSSghxkftikfKhykPK“zIk kA;pv?itkhpTkytKy.k…k
”ip-gctIYk kDftitkgckKkfghTkpHkKhkK““thTkTpkftikWpg“t.kTftkcK-tkphtk
utSSjkit-t-PtickHip-kftik“fgSyfppy.kmfthkftik-pTftikmpvSykTtSSk
ftikcTpigtcI

A<BPvTkjpv=Ykk’ftkxSKh“tckPtTmtthkTftkTmp.k”Khg“kigcghxIkk3tik
”KS-ckKitkmKi-kKhykPtxghhghxkTpkcmtKTIkkA;pv?itkytKyIkkDftkHKtkTppzk
jpvIkk;pvkfKWtkTpkPtkytKyIkMy mom is dead.Y

A…kK-kWtijk-v“fkKSgWt.Yk3KivzKkcKjckxthTSj.kStKhghxkPK“zkcpkutSSjk“Khk
cttkftikHK“tkPtTTtiIkk’ftk“phTghvtckTpkc-gStIkkDfKTkmKckcp-tTfghxkKPpvTk
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3KivzKkcftkit-t-Ptickcpk“StKiSj.kTftkHK“TkTfKTkftikc-gStkfKiySjktWtikStHTk
ftikHK“tIkkA>tkfKWtkKSmKjckPtthkKSgWtIY

utSSjkcTKitckghTpkftiktjtckHpikctWtiKSkct“phycIk k’ft?ckKSgWt.kKhykTfgck
mp-KhkPtHpitkftikgckKSgWtIkkDftj?itkKSSkKSgWtIkk7SSkTfgckTg-t8

A?p-89Y
3KivzK?ckSg”ckSgHTkqvcTkTftkTghgtcTkPgTkKhykcftkhpycIk
A;pvkygcK””tKityIkkWhy?YkkDftk—vtcTgphkStKWtckftikPtHpitkcftktWthk

TfghzckpHkgT.kcfKi”kKhykKhxijI
A…kfKykTp.Yk3KivzKkit”SgtckxthTSj.khpTkPpTftitykPjkTftkWthp-kghk

utSSj?ckWpg“tIkkA@pikuth?ckcKHtTjIkk@pik-ghtIkk…kfKykhpk“fpg“tIY
A<vTkwhy?YkutSSjkit”tKTc.k-pitkghcgcTthTIk k’ftkc—vttbtck3KivzK?ck

fKhykTgxfTSj.kStTTghxkftikhKgSckygxkghTpkftik-pTfti?ckcpHTkczghI
3KivzK?cktM”itccgphkit-Kghckvh“fKhxtyIk k’ftkTKztckKkcSpm.kytt”k

PitKTfkKhykStTckgTkpvTkghkKkSphxkcgxfIkk’gSth“tkcTitT“ftckPtTmtthkTft-kKxKghIkk
A<t“Kvct.YkcftkcTKiTc.kftikmpiyck“p-ghxkcSpmSjIkkA…kK-khpTkfv-Kh.kutSSjIkk
7hykhtgTftikKitkjpvIY

A>fKT=YkkutSSj?ckWpg“tkgckSpcTkg--tygKTtSj.kcTv“zkghkftikTfipKTkKckftik
-pTfti?ckmpiyck”SKjkTfipvxfkftikftKykpWtikKhykpWtiI

3KivzKkhpycI
A>tkKitkHKtIY
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